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Meritocracy guidelines (H)

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A Cabinet conmttee will be set up soon to draw up
standard gui delines on the nerit-based systemto be followed by all public
uni versities and university coll eges, and to deterni ne how the systemis
to be inpl enent ed.

The vari ous net hods under consi deration on how the system shoul d work
i ncl ude:

* Raising slightly the mninmumentry requirenents for Bum putera
students as proposed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
yest erday; and

* To have students adhere to a certain standard of performance while at
uni versity.

Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mhamad sai d today what ever nethod
eventual |y i mpl enented by next year woul d not cause a decrease in the
nunber of Bum putera students at university, nor would it affect the quota
system

On students adhering to a certain standard of performance, Misa said
they nmust achieve a certain level in their Cumul ati ve Grade Poi nt Average
(CGPA) or else certain privileges would be withdrawn.

"This is meritocracy too but it has nothing to do with the quota."”

Speaking to reporters after the Mnistry's post-Cabi net neeting today,
Misa said it was premature to say which nmet hod woul d be i npl enment ed

"There is no decision yet nor detailed plans ... |ike what has been
reported in the newspapers. That is why further discussions are needed.

"The Prime Mnister (only) nade a suggestion yesterday. He said "for
exanpl e'. There are no particul ar plans yet."

It was reported that Dr Mahathir, in a Press conference after a speci al
briefing for Umo officials on his earlier statement on neritocracy
pertaining to university entry, said a systemfor selecting Bum putera
students for admi ssion into universities based on nmerit woul d be
i ntroduced.

The Prime M nister said the nove was intended to encourage Bumi putera
students to seek academ c excel | ence.

It also serves as a warning that they cannot expect unendi ng and
unqual i fied support in the field of education.

Musa said the application of nerit was not directly related to the quota
system

"Now how exactly we are going to do it (inplenent the merit system, is
sonet hing we have to | ook at."

On areport in The Star that places not filled by Bum putera students
woul d be given to non-Bum puteras, Miusa clarified that whatever system
i mpl emrented woul d not in any way affect the quota.

"Al'l issues relating to the preservation of the quota would be | ooked at
careful ly.

"That is why we are planning the nove in stages."

Asked whet her this was an assurance that the current ratio for
Bum put era and non-Buni putera students would renmain, he said: "The quota
will be there all the tinme. People tend to interpret the issue of nerit as
havi ng something to do with the quot a.

"That is not necessarily true. So, as the Prine M nister said yesterday,
we may raise slightly the mnimumqualification or it could be inplenented
i n other ways."



Musa said if the method eventually inplenmented af fected adm ssi ons,
entrance procedures woul d be standardi sed within Unit Pusat Universiti.

"If it has to do with the preservation of perfornmance, guidelines wll
uni versities before inplenentation. For

be prepared and agreed upon by al
instance, if we are tal king about a certain CGPA | evel, what level is it
we are tal king about?"

He said the principle of nerit should be upheld by all students.
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