09/ 08/ 2001
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Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Two weeks after bringing up the subject, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad today said a systemfor selecting Bum putera students
for adm ssion into universities based on nerit woul d be introduced.

This, however, would not affect quotas for university entry, but the
Prime Mnister said that adm ssion requirenents for certain courses for
them woul d be ti ght ened.

The nove is intended to encourage Bum putera students to seek academ c
excellence. It also serves as a warning for themthat they cannot expect
unendi ng and unqualified support in the field of education.

This process will be carried out in stages until the performance of
Bumi putera students is on par with those of the other races.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after a special briefing
for Umo officials on his earlier statenent on nmeritocracy pertaining to
uni versity entry.

The Umo president first referred to this after chairing the party's
supreme council neeting on July 27 which discussed at |l ength the probl ens
of noral decadence and poor performance anong Mal ay students.

Dr Mahathir said admi ssion into universities based on nmerit could not be
i npl emented at "one shot" as the nunber of Ml ay students would be
af f ect ed.

"Therefore, we will introduce the nmerit systemin stages, involving a
smal | nunber at first so that Malay students will concentrate on their
studi es and performwel|l academically."

He said the nove would cover all faculties, including arts courses.

Asked to el aborate on how t he new system woul d be i npl enented, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Let's say Malay students now need 7As to enter the medical
faculty. We should raise this to 8As. | amconfident if they study hard,
they will be able to get 8As."

On when this would be inplenented, he said it would be done as soon as
possi bl e, with next year's university adm ssion being the earliest.

"W are giving themthe warning now. If they want to enter universities,
study hard fromnow on and do not indul ge in unproductive and unheal t hy
activities," he said, adding that those found doing so could be expell ed.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent strove to increase the nunber of Ml ay
students in universities but it did not want this to be achieved at the
expense of quality.

"We want the Malay quota in universities to be filled but it is no use
if even the nediocre can gain entry. It is all right if the quota is not
nmet as long as those entering are students of higher quality."

On whether the nerit systemwoul d al so be i npl enented for admi ssion into
matricul ati on programes, Dr Mahathir said Malay students woul d not be
able to enter if they did not do well.

"W have no intention to deny them adni ssion but only to ensure better
results. The programme will stay but we want to see themperformbetter."
He said the root of the problemcould be traced to students being | ed

astray by sone teachers, especially those teaching religion.

I nst ead of teaching religion, students were taught politics of hatred
agai nst the Government and certain | eaders, thus affecting their studies
and academni ¢ performance

"The students could not focus on their studies when they are taught this
culture of hatred. As a result they cannot get good results to enter



universities, and the requirements for themhave to be | owered."

On action that could be taken agai nst these teachers, Dr Mahathir said
the matter was being | ooked into.

"If they are not interested to teach religion, they nmight as well stop
doing so," he said, adding that sonme university lecturers were al so
i nvol ved i n propagati ng anti-governnent sentinments.

On whet her these teachers were nenbers of opposition parties, he said
al t hough this could not be ascertained, the fact remained that students
coul d not focus on their studies because of interference.
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