27/ 03/ 2001

Message fromthe Bangl adesh H gh Comm ssi oner Muhammad Kamal uddi n

ON t he auspi ci ous occasion of the 30th anniversary of our National and

I ndependence Day, | convey ny good wi shes and sincere and warm
felicitations to the people of Malaysia and to ny fellow citizens |iving
inthis friendly country. I would also like to record with deep

appreciation and gratitude the Ml aysi an Government's coop-eration and
support to our Hi gh Conm ssion.

W have great admiration for the remarkabl e soci o-econom c devel opnent
in Mal aysi a under the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. Recently, the Prime M nister of Bangl adesh Shei kh Hasi na visited
Mal aysia and this has further enhanced the cordial and fruitful relations
bet ween the two countries.

Bangl adesh has al so, under the | eadership of Shei kh Hasina, the daughter
of the Father of Nation Bangabandhu Shei kh Mijibur Rahman, been working to
bring back the nation on the path of denocracy and econoni ¢ enanci pati on

I n Bangl adesh, follow ng sone initiatives, the per capita incone has
i ncreased to US$386 (RML, 466). The literacy rate has increased to 65 per
cent and the |l evel of poverty has declined substantially.

The Government has al so focused on education, health care, poverty
al l eviation, population control, and enpowermrent of wonen.

It has encouraged the private sector to act as the engine of growth. It
has offered lucrative investment incentives to lure foreign investors and
entrepreneurs. It is noteworthy to nmention that Malaysia is the third
| argest investor in Bangl adesh.

A | arge nunber of Bangl adeshi professionals, skilled and sem -skilled
wor kers are working in Ml aysia and their enpl oynent has been nutual ly
beneficial. W are proud that they contribute to Mal aysia's devel opnent.

Qur workers can easily adapt to life in Malaysia due to sinmilarities in
culture and clinmate. We hope that the Ml aysi an Government will continue
to recruit Bangl adeshi workers as we are prepared to neet the requirenents
for a conpetitive and di sci plined workforce

On the international front, Bangladesh has al ways played a positive and
constructive role to pronote peace and stability in world. It has been
el ect ed unani mously as a non-permanent nenber of the UN Security Counci
for the term 2000-2001.

We are conmitted to the principles and goals of the UN, OC, the
Conmonweal th and the Non- Al i gnment Movenent. Both Bangl adesh and Mal aysi a
have simlar views on major international, political and econom c issues.

In conclusion, | wish to convey our sincere gratitude to the Governnent
and the people of Malaysia for their assistance, understandi ng and coop-
eration that we have received towards enhanci ng the i nage of Bangl adesh
while contributing to the econonic devel opnment of Ml aysi a.

May Al mighty Allah bless and help us to further devel op and to enhance
the friendshi p between our countries.

Long live the friendshi p between Bangl adesh and Ml aysi a.

( END)
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