01 OCT 2001
Shahri zat -1 FC
M SI A TO HOST FI RST | NTERNATI ONAL FAM LY CONFERENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- Rising concerns about the stability of
famly life and its inpact on econonmies, communities and nations have put
famly strengthening strategies high on the world agenda.

Real ising that, the Ml aysia government will hold the first
International Fami|ly Conference (IFC 2001) to create a framework for
buil ding effective famly policies and progranmes.

Worren and Family Devel opnent M nister Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said
the conference, to be held on Cct 25-28, would focus on the critica
i mportance of policies and programes that neet the needs and aspirations
of today's famlies.

"At | FC 2001, we hope to address sone of the concerns of government
agencies, famly and community organi sations and fam |y nenbers who are
| ooking for ways to strengthen famly life and ensure that this precious
institution has the protection and support it needs," she told reporters
t oday.

Expected to be attended by sonme 700 people, the conference will be
addressed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad al ong with over
60 speakers, alnpst half of themfromthe international famly devel opnment
conmuni ty.

"It's a full basket of talents especially those fromthe nore devel oped
countries because their institution of fam|ies have gone through great
trauma and stress. W want to learn fromthem so that we don't make the
sanme m stake,” said Sharizat.

She said the conference would al so give a chance for people bel ow 25
years to be actively involved in deliberations at their own youth
roundt abl e sessi on.

The young people's attendance, along with the expected participation
fromfamly-focused non-governnental organisations from around the world,
prom sed to broaden the scope of the conference and bring val uabl e
perspectives to the table, she said.

Among the issues that woul d be discuss at the roundtable are the
yout h' s comuni cation problenms with their parents, their lifestyles,
cultures, freedom and responsibilities.

Those interested to participate may call the I FC 2001 Secretariat at
03-7954 7030/31 or log on to ww. | ppkn. gov.ny/ifc.
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