20 MAY 2001
Sany- Future
M C LEADERS MUST CHANGE M NDSET TO FACE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE

JOHOR BAHARU, May 20 (Bernamm) -- MC | eaders, especially those at the
branch | evel, nmust change their mndset to face the challenges of the
future and guide the community to a better living, party president Datuk
Seri S. Samy Vellu said today.

"W need | eaders who are hardworki ng, aggressive and respected by ot her
races in the country so they can play their role effectively in providing
service to the community,"” he said.

He said the | eaders should not just confine thenselves to a certain
locality but should know the political situation in the country so that
they could explain it to the people.

He said the party now had 540, 000 nenbers and was the sole Indian
political party representative in the governnent.

"We want nore nenbers for the government to hear our views and take the
probl enms of the conmunity seriously,” he told the del egates at the party's
55t h Annual General Assenbly here.

He said the party was now maki ng educati on anong Mal aysi an Indians its
main priority as only with education could the conmunity nake an inpact in
the country.

It was for this reason that the MC wanted to make the Asian Science,
Medi ci ne and Technol ogy University in Semling, Kedah, a success, he said.

"W need RVA50 million for this university but nobody has cone forward
to contribute anything so | have to find the noney nyself...you all (branch
and division | eaders) don't have to collect anything."

"Let me do all the collection because the university is for me, ny
famly, ny children and grandchildren,” he said, his sarcasmribbing the
del egat es.

He said delegates to the assenbly did not raise this but when there
were el ections everyone | obbied day and night to get the votes and win a
post .

On transparency in the party, he said the MC | eadership could only
reveal certain things in the party and but not all the details as al
deci sions were taken by the M C central working commttee.

He al so shrugged off suggestions that a special officer be appointed as
an aide to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to explain |Indian
i ssues.

"I can tell the prinme mnister whatever is happening when | see him
every week...l don't see the need for himto appoint anyone,” he said.

He al so said that the MC would be asking for the parlianentary
secretary's post in the Whnen and Family Devel opnent M nistry.
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