21/ 02/ 2001

M C chief tells of snmear canpaign

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu today
reveal ed that "certain quarters” had | aunched a canpai gn agai nst hi m
alleging that the party had done nothing to assist plantation workers.

He said when he was in Kedah yesterday, he was presented with the | atest
copy of the nmonthly Aliran nagazi ne which contai ned several articles
hurling unsubstanti ated accusati ons agai nst the MC

"These articles were witten by a man ~who does not know what is
happening in the country'", he said after presenting RM10, 000 in cash and
medi cines to the M C Qujarat Earthquake Fund at his office.

He said the articles also alleged that Indians in the country "were at
this stage" because of the MC and that since plantation workers cane to
Mal aysi a 150 years ago until today, the M C had done nothing to assi st
t hem

"Aliran is just a one-sided nmagazi ne whi ch never propagates the truth.
really don't care about this new canpaign.

"For me, | represent the Indians and over the years have done all | can
to help them™

He said he had raised the issue of nonthly wages for plantation workers
at Cabi net neetings on several occasions.

"It is not easy to cone to a conclusion soon. There are lots of factors
to be considered which take tine."

Earlier this nonth, the Malaysian Agricultural Producers Association and
the National Union of Plantation Wrkers had agreed to a m ni num nonthly
wage of RMB25 for workers in oil pal mplantations.

Under the three-year agreenent, effective Jan 1, fruit pluckers and
those working in the palmoil mlIls would receive a nm ni numwage
irrespective of whether they work a full nonth or |ess.

Together with an increase in the existing allowances given, these
wor kers are expected to earn a total nonthly wage of between RWO00 and
RML, 200.

On the issue of nonthly wages for rubber tappers, Sany Vellu said he had
rai sed the matter with Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn who
had i nfornmed himthat part of the problemhad al ready been resol ved

He said since the RVM325 benchmark nonthly wage for pal moil workers had
been set, Fong had told himthat he had al ready asked Mapa and NUPWto
speed up their negotiations on nonthly wages for rubber tappers.

"However, the people nmust understand that this would take sone tinme and
cannot be settled in a few days."

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had asked Fong for
a report on the matter and he (Fong) had set up a special committee to do
t his.

Meanwhi | e, he said several disgruntled parents of pupils of SRIK (O
Darmansara had met himat his office | ast week to voice their
di ssati sfactions over having to nove to the new school

He said he would bring up the matter to the Cabinet.
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