07 FEB 2001
Thai pusam M C
M C SEEKS APPROVAL FROM STATES TO DECLARE THAI PUSAM A HOLI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- The M C has been asked to seek the
cooperation of state governnents to decl are Thai pusam a public holiday
bef ore seeki ng such approval for Kuala Lunpur, M C president Datuk Seri
Sany Vel lu said today.

He said that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had agreed
that the party shoul d seek the cooperation of the states to declare the
festival a holiday before consideration could be given for Kuala Lunpur.

Speaking to reporters after addressing the Thai pusam crowd at Batu
Caves here, he said the MC was applying to the Mel aka government to
decl are the day a holiday while tal ks had begun wi th Pahang.

"We are working state by state before we ask the federal governnment to
decl are Thai pusam a public holiday in Kuala Lunpur,"” he said.

Sany Vel lu said the Mel aka governnent had said that they would seek the
views of Dr Mahathir on the MC s request.

Thai pusam has been observed as a public holiday in five states
-- Johor, Negeri Senbilan, Selangor, Penang and Perak

Sany Vellu, who is also Wrks Mnister, also officially |aunched the
Quj erat Disaster Fund at the Batu Caves tenpl e grounds.

The fund, initiated by Sanmy Vellu and jointly organised by a Tam |
daily last week, has so far raised RV630,000. A target of RVM2 million has
been set before the donation drive ends on March 31

The fund is to help earthquake victins in Qujerat, western India, which
was devastated by a strong earthquake on Jan 26, killing nore than 15, 000
peopl e.

Earlier in his brief speech, Sany Vellu called on the H ndus to pray
for unity anong all races in the country to ensure that econom c and
political stability could been sust ai ned.

The tenple's chairman, R Nadarajah, |ater presented RMLO, 001 to Sany
for the Gujerat fund.

Among the dignitaries who attended the function were party | eaders and
Sri Lanka Hi gh Conm ssioner to Mal aysi a Dayachandra Yasasiri Liyanage and
I ndi an Hi gh Commi ssi oner Veena Sikri
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