20 MAY 2001
M C- Resol uti on
M C WANTS 10 PER CENT QUOTA FOR | NDI ANS | N PUBLI C UNI VERSI TI ES

JOHOR BAHARU, May 20 (Bernama) -- The 55th M C general assenbly today
unani nously endorsed a 12-point resolution, anong them urgi ng the Education
Mnistry to allocate "at |least a 10 per cent" quota for Indian students in
each faculty at local public universities.

This is to enable the Indian community to nove in tandemw th the other
races in the country towards a soci o-econonic equitable position

"The inplementation of the (present) quota system has not increased the
participation of Indian students in public universities so as to reflect
their racial conposition in the country," according to the resolution

However, the resol ution does not nention the present quota.

The Education Mnistry is also urged to increase the intake of Indian
students into post-SPM degree courses so as to acconmodate all high
achi evers and prevent a brain drain and a negative attitude towards the
Bari san Nasi onal

The two-day assenbly was opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here yesterday.

Anot her resolution urges the mnistry to convert all SRIK (Tam |)
school s which are partially aided to fully-aided schools irrespective of
t he ownership of the school sites.

Anot her resolution on econom cs saw the del egates calling on the
government to set up a national unit trust fund simlar to the one set up
by Pernodal an Nasi onal Bhd (PNB) to be managed by PNB or the governnent to
ensure the realisation of the 3 per cent equity target for the Indians
within the next 10 years.

The resolution notes that the equity share increase of the Indians from
0.5 per cent to 1.5 per cent over the last 30 years is extrenmely | ow
conpared to the share equity of Bum putera and Chi nese comunities.

It wel cones the government's assurance that neasures will be taken
under the Eighth Malaysia Plan to increase Indian equity share to 3 per
cent by 2010 and that in this regard a study be undertaken to formnul ate
appropriate strategies to increase participation of Indians in the econony.

The assenbly al so urged the Human Resources Mnistry to inplenent five
policies in an attenpt to increase the income and uplift quality of life of
estate workers.

The five policies are:

-- taking firmand drastic nmeasures to inplenment the Home Oanership
Schene for Estate and M ning Wrkers;

-- ensuring estate managenents provide electricity, piped water, roads
and ot her basic anenities;

-- securing the cooperation of state governnents not to approve
conversion of estate |lands for housing and ot her purposes unless and until
t he proposed devel opnment plan includes provisions for alternate housing for
di spl aced workers and rel ocation of schools and tenples;

-- ensuring that displaced workers receive fair and adequate
conpensation, retraining and placenent jobs and end-finance to purchase
| ow cost houses; and

-- strictly enforcing the M ninum Standard of Housing and Anenities Act
1999 whi ch requires nmanagenents to provide a mni numof 250 sq mplot for
each estate worker.

Anot her resolution urges the government to expedite the study and
i npl enentati on of the nmonthly wage system for rubber plantation workers.



The M C wants the governnent to set up a special inplenmenting and
coordi nati ng agency to ensure effective and efficient inplenentation of
soci o-econom ¢ and infrastructure redevel opnent programres, especially in
eradi cati ng urban poverty and squatter problens.

Noti ng the inbal ance between Bum putera and non-Bum puteras enployed in
the public and private sectors, the MC urges the government to set up a
nmoni t ori ng mechani sm and managenent plan to ensure Indians get a fair and
equitabl e representation in the public and private sectors.

The party al so wants the Education Mnistry to integrate Peoples Oan
Langauge (PQOL) cl asses during normal school hours and to instruct al
secondary schools to organise POL classes if there are 15 Indians students
wi thout requiring witten request fromtheir parents.

It urges the governnment, relevant mnistries and agencies to provide
busi ness opportunities for Mal aysian Indians in small and nmedi um busi nesses
and create nore opportunities for |oans, permts, licences in franchise and
vendor devel opment and youth entrepreneurial schenes for the conmunity.

One resolution urges that Thai pusam be decl ared a national public
hol i day.
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