13 APR 2001
Sany- Col | ege
M C S UN VERSI TY BEG NS MATRI CULATI ON | NTAKE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- The Asian Institute of Medicine,
Sci ence and Technol ogy, a M C sponsored university, in Sungai Petani, Kedah
has begun intake for matricul ation courses at a tenporary canpus, MC
president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said, today.

He said | andscaping for the university, sprawl ed over 96 hectares, has
begun and construction of buildings are expected to start end of May.

"The university woul d have four faculties namely nedicine, engineering,
science and multi medi a...students have al ready begun their matricul ation
and are doing a twi nning programme with Bristol University, UK " he added.

Sany Vel lu was speaking to reporters after a nmenorandum of
under st andi ng (MoU) signing cerenony between the Maju Institute of
Educati on Devel opment (M ED), MC s education arm and Informatics Coll ege,
here.

The MoU paves the way for the college to of fer RVB66, 900 in
schol arships to M ED whi ch woul d cover the cost of tuition, library and
exam nation fees for deserving students fromthe Indian comunity.

Sany Vel lu said construction of the university was expected to be
conpl eted by Sept 2003 and woul d begin operations with an initial intake of
3,500 students and this nunber would be gradually increased to 7,500
students, few years |later

On a different note, he said MED did not face any nore problens in
col l ecting repaynent from students who had taken out |oans earlier from
M ED

"We have about RMBO million in outstanding | oans and repaynents are
much better...about RMLO0, 000 to RML20, 000 a nonth," he added.

He said M ED di shed out between RVb.5 million and RM6 million in | oans
every year to needy Indian students and if the outstanding RM30 million
could be collected, an additional 5,000 and 10,000 students can be
educat ed.

Sany Vel lu al so commended the governnent's nove to rel ax visa
requi renents for students and lecturers fromlndia and China, as contained
in the country's Third Qutline Perspective Plan tabled by Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the Dewan Rakyat | ast week.

"This is to nake Mal aysia an educati onal hub and there are many Chi nese
and I ndian students and | ecturers who want to conme here," he added.

He said students fromlndia, nmostly frommddle class famlies, were
keen to pursue their studies in Malaysia than in Europe.

Sany Vel lu added that the government should al so give enphasis to
providing nore part time education for working adults.

"Col | eges can conduct classes from7pmto 9pm just for these working
adults and they can inprove their lives enrolling in such classes,” he
added.
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