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KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernama) -- Mcrosoft Corporation is commtted to
spending nmore than US$5.0 billion (RML9 billion) on research and
devel opnent (R&D) during its current financial year to devel op advanced
technol ogi es and network platforns for critical business applications.

"Qur focus on product devel opnent is unquestionable: that is the reason
we are investing such an anount," said Mcrosoft's enterprise and partner
group (EPG executive vice president, Charles Stevens, at a nedia briefing
here today.

On Mcrosoft's "enterprise business” (as the operation is called within
the corporation), Stevens said that it remained strong and grew by 30
percent in sales |last year despite the chall engi ng economc situation

"I amnot going to give any forecast to you but we hope to grow by a
bigger margin (in terns of sales) this year," he added.

Stevens, who is in Malaysia for the Mcrosoft Asia Fusion 2001
conference which kicked off today, said that Mcrosoft was conmtted to
working with its industry partners in every market in which it operates, to
build skills and know edge.

This woul d enabl e information technology (IT) conpani es and software
devel opers to build strategi c business solutions for their joint customers,
he added.

"We cannot be successful wi thout partnerships: that is why we need to
be close to our partners to explain our strategies to them (enterprise
customers and partners) and getting their feedback as well," said Stevens.

He added that Mcrosoft's three-pronged strategy to engage its industry
and enterprise partners had been tried and proven in many markets around
the world to increase business opportunities for the conpany as well as its
enterprise partners.

He said that the two-day conference (hosted in Ml aysia for the first
time this year) has gathered 750 M crosoft enterprise partners, including
M crosoft Certified Solution Providers, d obal Partners, |ndependent
Sof tware Vendor, Applications Service providers and Resellers across the
Asi an region.

Stevens also reiterated Mcrosoft's corporate vision in which it has
conmitted itself to hel p devel op Mal aysia's Multinmedi a Super Corridor
(MsC), as was personally conveyed to the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad | ast nmonth by M crosoft vice-president Mchael Rawdi ng.

"M crosoft has a special relationship with Malaysia, and (has a)
speci al connection between its chairman Bill Gates and the Prime Mnister
here as they' ve nmet frequently over the years, and Mcrosoft is really a
strong supporter of Malaysia's vision to becone a great technol ogy centre,”
he added.

Therefore, he said, the software devel opnent conpany is making "a big
i nvestnment and conmmitnent” to the MSC

Meanwhil e, Mcrosoft (M Sdn Bhd has said that RVM2 nillion was being
spent over the next 12 nonths to train |local software devel opers to becone
famliar with (the XM. progranm ng | anguage) as well as to provide "IT
connectivity" to the country's orphanages.

The XML is the new |ingua franca of software and web services which is
designed for data exchange.

M crosoft Mal aysi a's managi ng director Butt Wai Choon said that the
conpany's XML Wb Services centre in Cyberjaya provides an ideal facility



for testing software applications.

"A large chunk of it (the investment) is to train as many as 9,000 IT
prof essional s by July 2002, of which we aimto train 3,000 at the XM. Wb
Services Centre,"” he said.

He said that part of the investnent goes to orphanages of which it had
given to 35 orphanages in Klang Valley so far

"For the orphanages' programe we are teanming up with the Lions O ub of
Cyber Care, our target is to cater for 117 orphanages,” he added.

He said that Mcrosoft al so donates the proceeds fromthe software
piracy settlenments to a fund for the orphanages. -- BERNAVA
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