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By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Mcrosoft Corporation will continue to
remain commtted to Malaysia and its Multinmedi a Super Corridor (MsC)
project in ways the software giant can hel p create new software conpani es
anong Mal aysi an enterprises.

Its vice-president, Mchael Rawding, said this was conveyed to Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in his neeting at the Prime Mnister's office
here, today.

"What we tal ked about with the prinme mnister is a continuation of the
thene that M crosoft has been focused on in Malaysia and that is the
devel opnent of the local software industry and the kind of know edge that
| ocal software conpanies need to be conpetitive and effective,” he told
reporters after the neeting.

He was one of eight MSC International Advisory Panel (IAP) nmenbers and
representativeS who held one-on-one talks with Dr Mahathir on the |ast of
the three-day 5th MSC- | AP gat heri ng.

Rawdi ng sai d the discussions al so touched on the use of MSC flagship
applications as stinmulants for the |ocal software industry and how smal |
and nedi umindustries (SMs) in non-1T sectors could use the technology to
be nore effective and conpetitive.

"In fact, we tal ked about what we are trying to work on in Penang where
we are trying to help tier-two and tier-three suppliers in the electronics
i ndustry use the Internet to connect up nore effectively to the gl obal
supply chain," he added.

Rawdi ng said Mcrosoft was pleased with the progress of the MSC and
that the "exciting thing for us is to actually neet with and take a | ook at
some of the great softwares that are being devel oped.”

The series of neetings lasted for nore than four hours with the first
person to neet Dr Mahathir at 9am being Dr John Gage of Sun M crosystens
and the last, Nokia Corporation's M kko Hei kkonen.

The prime mnister also net C.D Tam of Mtorol a; Anbassador Di ana Lady
Dougan (Centre for Strategic and International Studies); Kell Sorne
(Ericsson Asia Pacific); divier Picard (Al catel Southeast Asia); and
Ant oni o Ronero (1BM Asean/ Sout h Asi a) .

Meanwhil e, Dr Gage said the prine mnister reiterated his dedication to
changi ng the face of education in Ml aysia.

"For years, we have been working together to allow every school in
Mal aysia to be linked to the Internet, to take advantage of changes in
educational materials, not just for the students but also the teachers,"” he
sai d.

He said nore often than not, the students nowadays were nore
t echnol ogy-savvy than their teachers.

"So we di scussed the nmethods that we can use in Ml aysia to enable
teachers to stay abreast with new devel opnments and, in turn, convert that
into teaching," Dr Gage said.

Meanwhil e, Alcatel's Picard said he had renewed his conpany's
commitment to continue investing in Malaysia and the MSC in particul ar.

He said Al catel now enpl oyed sone 500 people in Malaysia of which 70 to
80 percent were either engineers or technicians and that plans were afoot
to recruit nore people for its operation in this country.

IBMs Ronero said he and Dr Mahathir tal ked about a few particul ar
areas where I BMwas working on including the certification of know edge



wor ker s.

He said a good deal of time was spent discussing about |ife sciences
whi ch his conpany believed would be the area for the next wave of
t echnol ogy.
"W al so spent sone tine takling about things we have done and
additional plans that we have to help with the initiatives for NMC
devel opnent, particularly in terms of taking the MSC abroad,"” he said.
On anot her note, Romero said it was easy to criticise the MSC but it
was nuch nore difficult to be constructive.

"And |'d rather be constructive. | think this is a trenendous
initiative which is nmaking tremendous progress. W could al ways do things
better. There's always roomfor inprovenent and we'll continue to be
supportive,” he added. -- BERNANA
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