04 SEP 2001
Mlitant-MLF
M LF DENI ES LI NKS W TH MALAYSI AN M LI TANT GROUPS

By: Mhd Hai kal |sa

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- The Moro Islamc Liberation Front
(MLF) has no links with Ml aysian fundanentalists as the group
is only concentrating on solving the BangsaMoro problem its vice-chairman,
Haji Miurad Ebrahim said today.

He said, however, that Canp AbuBakar, the group's main canp in
M ndanao, had received nany visitors of undeternm ned nationalities in the
past .

"As far as we are concerned, there is no link with any group in
Mal aysia, what nore with mlitant groups. And | also don't renenber neeting
any Ml aysian in Canp AbuBakar," he told Bernama in a tel ephone interview
from M ndanao.

Murad, who is also the arnmed group's mlitary chief, said the MLF
woul d not be concerned with the problens of Muslinms in other countries
until the BangsaMoro problemin M ndanao was sol ved.

"We only give priority to solving the Moros' problem" he said in
reference to the |long-running dispute with the Philippine governnent over
the MLF s armed struggle for self-determnation in the southern
Phi | i ppi nes.

President d oria Macapagal Arroyo's spokesman, Rigoberto Tiglao, was
quoted in a foreign newsw re today as saying that Manila had received
intelligence reports several nonths ago that a fundanentali st group based
in Malaysia had been trying to ink up with the Philippines' own Islamc
group. "

Tiglao al so said that the presidential pal ace had received reports that
the MLF, the country's main Muslimrebel force, enjoyed close links with
Mal aysi an fundanental i sts.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sadi recently that the
Kunpulan Mlitan Malaysia (KMM had forged links with the Philippine and
I ndonesi an rebel s waging war with their respective governnents.

The 13, 000-strong MLF and the Philippine governnent signed a set of
gui delines on Aug 7 for the cessation of hostilities in M ndanao where they
agreed to normalise the situation in the conflict areas and pave the way
for the successful conduct of relief, rehabilitation and devel opnent
progr anmes.

The signing was held in Putrajaya between the Philippine governnent
negoti ati ng panel head, Jesus Dureza, and Murad and wi tnessed by Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

According to a joint communi que issued by both parties later, the
gui del i nes woul d i nmpl enent a peace agreenent entered into in Tripoli,

Li bya, on June 22 this year.
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