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Mlitant elenments nust be stopped

A J. Surin

AS a young Mal aysi an, the recent reports that there is in existence a
group called the Kunmpulan MIitan Mal aysia (KMM and the fact that a

Mal aysi an i s suspected to be involved in terrorist activities in Indonesia
concerns ne.

It also concerns me that there is a possible Iink between the Ml aysi an
and the KMM and the possibility that the KMMwas involved in the mnurder
of Lunas Assenbl yman Dr Joe Fernandez and the February 4 attack on the
Guar Chenpedak police station.

It concerns ne because there are in existence elenents in Ml aysia who
woul d |i ke to see our beloved country go two steps backwards, when
Mal aysia's | eaders, including our Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, are keen to see Mal aysia noving forward, to becone a devel oped
nation by the year 2020.

An acquai nt ance once descri bed Mal aysi a using the follow ng anal ogy: -
The country is like a long | oconotive, with the engi ne being our Prine
M ni ster, the Cabinet and all the forward-thinking intellectuals,
academ ci ans, corporate executives and civil servants.

At the other end of the | oconotive are these segnents of society who are
so willing to see the 44 years of effort poured into building this nation
by our nation's forefathers and present | eaders cone to naught.

As National Day approaches, it is tinmely for us to | ook back and realise
that this country was not built on destiny.

This country was built by patriotic, hardworking peopl e who wanted
not hing el se but to build Malaysia into a great nation

The country's econonic stability and social harnmony has al so been built
on the bl ood, sweat and tears of our forefathers, and the experience of
the 1969 riots.

In this day and age of gl obalisation and the Internet, we have to
realise that the rules of the gl obal econony have changed and for our
country to conpete for direct investnents, we have got to preserve our
peaceful and harnoni ous environnent.

If our nation is in a state of disarray and chaos because of viol ence
and i deol ogi cal differences, we will not enjoy real devel opnent.

Let Malaysia's mx of races be our conpetitive advant age.

Undoubt edl y, we have got to have a positive nental attitude in show ng
the world that Malaysia is one of a kind, Asia's only melting pot. In the
long term there is no other way for us to succeed in this globalised
worl d but by renaining united.

In his book, “The Lexus and the Oive Tree', Thomas L. Friednman opi ned
that the world today, which is in the process of globalisation, is a world
of contradiction and confusion.

On one hand, there are groups of people trying to produce high-quality
goods, better cars, the better "Lexus'. On the other hand, there are
groups of people fighting anongst thensel ves over territory, and for
ownership of the "Aive Tree'

Simlarly, even within Malaysia, there are groups of people trying their
very best to nmake the Mal aysi an economny stronger and nore resilient,
trying to make life better for us and for our children.

On the other hand, there are groups who are fighting for all the wong
things and for all the wong reasons. | believe that it is only wise for
Mal aysians to "build the better Lexus", in the interest of our children



and children's children.

W need to be a "Bangsa Mal aysia' who can learn to live with each ot her
har noni ously and conti nue to devel op our country and econony.

Let us not take what has been built for granted. | call upon peace-
| ovi ng Mal aysi ans who want better |lives to reject groups and peopl e who
woul d |i ke to see econonic decline and | aw essness in our beloved country.

Mal aysia, as a relatively small nation, cannot afford economc
instability and racial disharmony, |et al one viol ence, bl oodshed and
i nsur gency.

There is no benefit for all of us if this were to happen. To use
Friedman's anal ogy, let us build "the better Lexus'.
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