31/ 08/ 2001

M1 lions cel ebrate National Day throughout the nation

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - At the stroke of midnight, shouts of "Merdeka"
reverberated across the nation with mllions of people fromall wal ks of
Iife and racial backgrounds ushering in the 44th National Day in true
spirit of patriotism

This was evident at Dataran Merdeka here toni ght where at | east 100, 000
people, five tines as many as those who gathered for the Merdeka Day
celebrations in 1957, filled al nost every inch of the square.

As in previous years, the highlight was the countdown to m dni ght which
started with the arrival of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
and wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali at 11.30pm Al so present were
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, m nisters and
other dignitaries.

At the stroke of midnight, Dr Mahathir shouted "Merdeka" seven tines,
followed | oudly each tinme by the sea of people.

This was followed by the hoisting of the Jalur Gemilang by Ml aysi an
Naval Acadeny recruits.

Patriotic songs, such as Jalur Genmilang and Kerananu Mal aysia, were sang
by a choir.

The crowd was also treated to a 10-mi nute fireworks display.

Dr Mahathir al so received a Jalur Genilang from Ml ay Journalists
Associ ati on of Ml aysia president Yazid O hman, who had | ed a superbi ke
expedition around the country to instil patriotism

The flag was handed to the expedition by Abdull ah when he | aunched the
Mer deka Mont h cel ebrati ons on Aug 17.

The crowd, which began gathering fromas early at 6pm was al so
entertai ned by popul ar artistes such as Siti Nurhaliza, Senario and Janal
Abdi | | ah.

The Merdeka cel ebrations were also evident in other parts of the
capital. The Fiesta Street Sungei Wang began as early as 6pm and i ncl uded
performances by KRU and Trez, and a breakdance show

KLCC, Bintang Wal k, Plaza Low Yat Boul evard, Sunway Lagoon Resort, M nes
Shoppi ng Fair and the Kual a Lunpur International Airport in Sepang were
al so abuzz with performances by artistes |ike Anuar Zain, Jason Lo,
Fauzi ah Latiff, Wnnie Kok and many nore.

Mer deka eve was al so cel ebrated at Dataran Labuan, Sabah; Dataran
Sej arah Ayer Keroh, Mal acca; Dataran Serenban, Negri Senbil an; Padang
Maj | i s Perbandaran Kuantan, Pahang; and Kota Samarahan, Sarawak.

It was al so ushered in at Stadium Sultan |snail Nasiruddi n Shah, Kual a
Ter engganu; Dataran Tunku Al or Setar; Stadium Sultan Mhanmred ke-1V Kot a
Baru; Stadi um Shei kh Ahmad Kangar; Dat aran Kerer dekaan Shah Al amp Padang
Mer deka Kot a Ki nabal u; Tai pi ng, Perak; Padang Kota Lama, Penang; and
Dat aran Ponti an, Johor.
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