08 DEC 2001
Sports-M nardi
M NARDI CHANGES NAME TO PROMOTE KL AS A WORLD CI TY

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- Italian-based Fornmula One team M nardi
has changed its nane to "KL M nardi Asiatech"” for the 2002 season to
strengthen its link to Malaysia and pronote Kual a Lunpur as a world city.

M nardi principal Paul Stoddart said the teanis new i mage woul d be
unvei l ed in Kual a Lunpur next nmonth while its new F1 car for next season
woul d be Il aunched here in February.

St oddart, together with Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shanmuddin
Tun Hussein, had a 10-minute neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at his office here today.

At a nedia conference later, the Australian aviation nagnate confirnmed
that Malaysia's first F1 driver Al ex Yoong would have a full season with
t he team next year.

Stoddart said the teamwould al so hel p Malaysia identify and devel op
local talents to be F1 drivers.

"W will work on a four-year programme to share equal opportunities for
kids of tonorrow to see their talents in F1. Perhaps now they don't have a
chance but we will have a programme to see that they are given a chance,”
he said.

Stoddart said a driving school for F1 potentials would be established
here as the Sepang F1 Circuit has the facilities coupled with expertise
derived from Japan and Europe.

On Alex, who had three races |ast season with Mnardi, Stoddart said
that he had been undergoing a special physical fitness training programe
and woul d be nore prepared to face the new season.

Dr Mahathir, in a statenent, said: "This is the next stage in our
strategy to pronote Malaysia to the world, with Kuala Lunpur as the gateway
and using notorsport as a primary vehicle."

"W have enjoyed narked success in building the awareness and i mage of
our country through various racing-related programmes since 1995."

"Now we are turning to notorsport again to assist in direct devel opnent
of inward investnment by creating a platformfor Ml aysian conpanies,
destinations, and events to reach potential customers around the world," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

H shanmuddi n said the neeting with Dr Mahathir was to update himon the
| at est happenings in Mnardi and its effort to hel p devel op notorsports and
engi ne technol ogy in Ml aysi a.

He al so said they were discussing the possibility of identifying and
training local drivers with potential to be F1 drivers in the future.

Saying Mnardi's new i mage woul d gi ve a trenendous boost to Ml aysi a,
he urged | ocal conpanies to come forward and buy sponsorship for their
| ogos or trademarks to be displayed on the Mnardi nachine.
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