18 OCT 2001
Naj i b- US
M NDEF DENI ES MEDI A REPORT ON ALLEGED ENCROACHMENT BY US BOVBER

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- The Defence Mnistry today denied a
medi a report that a United States B-2 Stealth bonber all egedly encroached
i nto Mal aysi an ai rspace | ast Sunday.

Its mnister, Datuk Seri Mhaned Najib Tun Razak, said that
i nvestigations conducted by the mnistry found the allegation to be
basel ess.

"The investigations also found that no conmbat aircraft has flown into
Mal aysi an airspace,” he told reporters after a call by the new US
anbassador to Mal aysia, Marie T. Huhtala, at his office here.

Naji b was comenting on a report over TV3's "Buletin Uam" |ast Mnday
that a Malaysia Airlines (MAS) passenger clained to have seen the bonber on
a flight fromHong Kong to Sabah.

Asked on di scussions during the 40-m nute neeting with Huhtala, Najib
said that according to Huhtal a, the US governnent understands Mal aysia's
stand on the terrorismissue and appreci ates Ml aysia's prepardness to
cooperate to counter terrorismin whatever form

Huht al a al so stated that the admi nistration of President George W Bush
under stands the reasons for Ml aysia disagreeing to the US retaliatory
stri kes on Afghani stan.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has stated that Ml aysia
di sagrees to the US action as this will cost the lives of innocent people.

"The stand taken by Ml aysi a does not nean that we are supporting the
Tal i ban but we do not wi sh to see those who are innocent becom ng victins,"
he said.

Asked to comment on the New York Times report that Ml aysia nmay be a
target of future US attacks, Najib said Huhtala has stated at the neeting
that the US governnent does not regard Mal aysia as a country which harbours
terrorists.

Therefore, he said, the US nedia report was basel ess and unfounded.
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