24/ 05/ 2001
Mnistry to act if Nube's action is against charter

Hami sah Hami d

THE Human Resources Mnistry will intervene in the expul sionthreat faced
by Nati onal Union of Bank Enpl oyees (Nube) nenbers if the executive
council's (exco) action proves to be against the union's constitution.

M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said the ministry "will honour” the
exco's decisionif it conplies with | egal procedure.

"However, if it is against the union's constitution, we will have to
investigate," he told a news conference after chairing the mnistry's
weekl y post-Cabi net neeting in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Fong was asked to comment on the deci sion made by the Nube exco on
Monday t hat nenmbers who do not pay the 10 per cent | evy on their salary
arrears (during a three-nmonth period) risked | osing their menbership

The |l evy is opposed by nearly half of the 27,000-strong Nube as they
allege that it will be used to help the union recoup its share narket
| osses.

The union lost RM3.2 nmillion in contra deals in 1999.

Last week, a group of dissatisfied Nube nenbers had asked Trade Uni on
Departnent director-general |zhar Harun to nullify a secret ball ot which
approved the | evy.

They claimed that there were irregularities in the balloting and that
the majority of nmenbers did not vote.

Fong sai d the Trade Uni on Departnent will conclude its investigation
into the matter within the next two or three days.

"It is astraightforward investigation. If we find that the Nube exco's
action is according to the constitution, we will honour it.

“If not, it'll be otherw se," he said.

On anot her devel opnent, Fong advi sed t he Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Counci
(MIUC) to discuss with the Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund (EPF) their
di ssatisfaction and all egati ons.

"The Governnent has explained to the MTUC. W hope that the MIUC can
have a heart-to-heart talk with the EPF to iron out all the differences.

"No need to escal ate the situation,” he said when asked to comment on
the MITUC s recent revel ation to the nedi a about busi nessmen aski ng the EPF
to bail out their ailing firns.

It is understood that the neeting is being organi sed foll owi ng the nove
by the MTUC to defer the nati onwi de pi cket on May 12 to August 3 after
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad gave an undertaking in a
letter to the MTUC to shel ve the annuity insurance scheme until the
conpl etion of a study conducted by consul tants engaged by the EPF

The MIUC, in its seven-point claim wants the scheme to be reviewed as
it isdissatisfiedwiththe benefits offered to the EPF contributors.
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