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M nistry warns Hvs (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Patvi nder Singh; P. Sharm ni
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Headmasters and principals were today told not to use
overl apping tinetabl es as an excuse to segregate pupils based on race.

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shamsuddi n said segregation ran
contrary to the National Education Policy which sought to integrate the
races.

He warned that action would be taken agai nst headrmasters and princi pal s
if they practised racial segregation for no apparent reason.

Aziz al so directed State education departnents to subnit individual
reports to the ministry in three weeks on the extent of racial segregation
in schools in their States.

He said tinetables were never a problemin the past and shoul d not be
used as an excuse.

"Pupi | s who take Pendi di kan Moral can be nmoved to another class if Agana
Islamis being taught. But this should be for that particul ar subject and
for one period only, not pernmanently," he said after the |aunch of the Tun
I smail Mohanmed Ali Gallery at Menara PNB in Jal an Tun Razak today by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Aziz said he would personally lead a teamto i nspect schools to ensure
that racial segregati on was not being practised.

Nati onal Uni on of the Teachi ng Profession secretary-general Datuk N
Si va Subramani am | ast week described as "rubbish" the excuse that pupils
of different races were placed in different classes for admnistrative
purposes and to nake it easier to conduct religious and noral |essons.

Si va Subramani am sai d the NUTP coul d teach the schools invol ved how to
set tinmetables for their pupils if that was the probl em

Yest erday, NUTP president Tengku Habsah Tengku Petera said the union
woul d submit a nenorandumto Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mbhanad.

In the menorandum the NUTP |isted 125 primary and national -type
school s, and 75 secondary school s involved in racial segregation.

Copi es of the memorandumwi ||l be sent to Dr Mahat hir and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi .

The nenorandum al so calls for action agai nst headmasters who have
devi ated fromgovernnment policy.

Aziz al so said schools were also not allowed to hold "special classes”
for a specific race.

The NUTP al |l eged that certain schools were organi sing special classes
for Bum puteras.

Azi z thanked the NUTP for bringing up the issue

"If the matter is found to be true, then we will be even nore thankful
to the union for bringing it out in the open. The mnistry | ooks at NUTP' s
revel ati on positively because, |ike the NUTP, the Governnent is al so
agai nst raci al segregation.”

Dr Mahathir said the matter woul d be investigated.

He said sonetines the mnistry mght not be aware of things that took
pl ace on t he ground.

Si va Subramani am when et today said the union was ready to neet
officials fromthe mnistry's internal investigation commttee to provide
information on the segregation issue.

"We are confident that there will be a solution that will please
everyone. This problemwi |l definitely be resolved by the Government,"

Si va sai d.



Siva said the NUTP was "happy" with Dr Mahathir's statenent yesterday
calling for strict action to correct any m sinterpretati on or nmani pul ati on
of the Governnent's education policy.

"Peopl e shoul d stop com ng to any concl usi on now. There shoul d be an
i nvestigation, a report presented and ways suggested to remedy the
situation,” he said.

Asked if there was a need for the Education Mnistry to issue a circular
to schools to stop the alleged practice of segregating pupils, Siva said:

"The Prime Mnister's directive or statement is sufficient.”

Si va was al so asked about Dr Mahathir's acknow edgenment of constraints
faced by the Governnent in dealing with issues relating to the education
policy.

He agreed that there were problens and that it was not easy to solve
t hem

"W al so say that not all the conplaints received by us are true. At the
sane tine, the ministry's answers are not all perfect.

"The constraints are that we cannot please everybody as we have nulti-

I i ngual school s.

"But we must ensure that no matter what happens, national unity and
integration nust be the ultimte ai mof every Ml aysian," Siva said.

He admtted that it was possible that sone schools on the union's I|ist
of schools all egedly undertaki ng segregation may not be guilty of the
practice as the list conpiled by the NUTP was based on parents' feedback.
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