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Azi z- Teachers
M NI STRY TO PROCEED W TH PROPCSED MANDATORY AGREEMENT FOR TEACHERS

By: Mhamed Hai kal |sa

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Despite allround criticisnms and
protests the Education Mnistry plans to go ahead with its proposal to
conpel teachers to sign enploynent contracts, the deputy m nister Datuk
Abdul Azi z Shansuddi n sai d.

Teachers in disagreenment and reluctant to sign such contract can |eave
t he teachi ng profession, he said.

"We shall go ahead with the proposal. Conplying with the requirenent
will also be a boon to national security,” Abdul Aziz told Bernama when
cont act ed here today.

A bindi ng contractual agreenment woul d nmake teachers serve the
government of the day with loyalty and responsibility, he said.

"Teachers who disagree may as well quit," he said adding that nost of
the 284,000 teachers currently in governnent service nation-w de are |oyal
to the governnment of the day.

News reports quoted Abdul Aziz as saying yesterday that the ruling
woul d be enforced in tandemwi th a sinmilar requirenent for undergraduates
and university lecturers to sign agreenents with the governnent.

Thi s woul d however depend on favourabl e outcone of discussions with the
Education M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad, according to Abdul Aziz.

Abdul Aziz's statenent irked the National Union of the Teachi ng
Prof essi on (NUTP) whi ch declared that the proposed contract as unnecessary
since teachers are already bound by several contractual agreenents while

still at training colleges and then with the Teachi ng Servi ce Conmi ssion
Em nent educationist Tan Sri A nuddin Wahid reportedly said that the
mnistry's proposal, if meant to check wayward teachers, was not a w se one

since only a handful of teachers violated the teaching code of ethics.

Despite such protests, Abdul Aziz adamantly argued that the proposed
agreement for teachers would be in national and society's interest.

"Maybe it's (the suggestion) a bit rough, but the people stand to gain
fromits inplenentation. It is also not neant to suppress anyone,"” he said
mai nt ai ni ng that proposal was in line with the wishes of the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"We should not let criticisns deter us,"” said Abdul Aziz.

He argued that without entering into such agreenent the ministry would
be helpless in dealing with irresponsi bl e teachers who could continue bei ng
S0 unabat ed.

"At the noment these irresponsible teachers can do what they like," he
sai d, adding that teachers disrespectful of laws were unfit to be teachers.

The prime mnister recently announced noves by the governnment to bind
under graduates and university lecturers in clearer agreenents to ensure
genui ne pursuit and inparting of know edge.

There were recent instances of teachers and | ecturers taking advantage
of the position and profession to pursue political notives to sow
anti-government sentinments through their classes.
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