17 JUL 2001
Ef f endi - Exporter (Wth Pix)
M NI STRY PROBES PRAVWN EXPORTER FOR BRI NG NG DI SREPUTE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 17 (Bernama) -- An investigation is underway agai nst
a |l ocal exporter whose prawn consignment was recently rejected by an
i mporting country for not neeting international quality and safety
st andar ds.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi said the exporter concerned
had not only disgraced all Ml aysian prawn exporters but al so tarni shed
Mal aysia's i mage as wel | .

VWil e he did not name the conpany concerned or the country which
rejected its prawn consignnent, Effendi all the same expressed regret over
the firm s conduct.

"In the interest of the nation, all foodstuff exporters should strive
to ensure that their products neet international quality standards,"” he
sai d.

Ef fendi was speaking to reporters after officiating at a pre-Ilaunch of
the 2001 national -1evel farners, |ivestock-breeders and fishernmen' s day
cel ebration here today.

The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is scheduled to
[ aunch the event proper at Ladang Infoternak in Sungai Siput on Aug 11

Ef fendi said to avoid recurrence of such rejection of foodstuff
originating from Mal aysia the private sector and agencies under his
m ni stry would have to intensify cooperation.

The mnistry already has in place a consultative conmttee to exchange
i deas on application of nodern farm ng and rel ated technol ogi es, he said.

Simlar state-level conmttees have al so been activated besides those
at offices at all agencies under his mnistry's purview, he said.

He said the private sector would al so get the opportunity to pronote
| atest agricultural innovations anong farners, breeders and fishernen
during the week-1ong cel ebration.

This year's celebration carries the thene
nation."
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