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M nistry of Defence doing its part to i nprove housing for soldiers

Rusdi Must apha
MANY articles have been witten on the art of underm ni ng denbcracy and
inciting feelings against the Government.

One such article, "Housing warriors", appeared in the NST on April 1.

Such an editorial, which normally indicates the newspaper's stance on
i ssues of the day, inplies that the Government, namely the Mnistry of
Def ence, does not care about the housing conditions of our soldiers,
serving or otherw se.

Anot her article with simlar content appeared in U usan Ml aysia on
March 28, witten by a columist Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahmad.

In that colum the witer cast aspersions and doubt on the Governnent's
ability and commtnent to provide our soldiers housing. It sounds as if
the witer was trying to incite the soldiers, serving or retired, against
t he Government.

| wish nowto comment on the NST's editorial

According to the statistics kept by the Mnistry of Defence, 126,879
nmenbers of the arned forces retired between 1968 and 2000.

On checking with the Ex-Servicenen's Association of Ml aysia (PBTM, it
was di scovered that only 18,216 registered ex-servicenen reside
permanently in Sel angor and Kual a Lunpur, 12,027 in Johor and 16,720 in
Penang.

In Johor Baru, out of 4,191 ex-servicenen that reside in urban areas,
only 429 live in squatter settlenents.

Although it is difficult for the Mnistry of Defence to get the exact
figures on how many ex-servicenmen live in squatter settlenents throughout
the country, including the Federal Territory, | amsure the nunbers are
not half-a-mllion as stated in the editorial

I amsure that the Mnistry of Defence is doing its best to | ook after
the wel fare of the servicenen, and this includes providing proper housing
for them

But, comon sense dictates that any effort to provide housing for the
servi cenmen, serving or otherwise, will depend largely on the Governnent's
financial ability to do so, especially so under the present circunstances.

Havi ng said that, under the Fifth Malaysia Plan (1986-1990), the
Governnment spent RMB329 million to build 2,248 housing units for the
servi cenen.

Bet ween 1990 and 2000, it built 7,799 units at a cost of RM620 million
in 22 locations throughout the country.

Thus far, the biggest housing devel opnent for servicenmen is the Desa Tun
Hussein Onn project in Kuala Lunmpur with 2,002 units built at the cost of
RML70.99 mi |l lion.

At the same tine, the Governnment built 1,798 housing units in
Butterworth and Damansara under its privatisation schenes. O these, 1,521
units are in Danansara

Currently, while certain quarters are busy casting doubts over the
CGovernnent's ability to cater to the needs of our soldiers, 3,473 housing
units are quietly being constructed and are schedul ed to be conpl eted by
the end of the year.

It is mnd boggling that no one has bothered to check, if at all he or
she is genuinely interested in the truth.

Besides that, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad al so
announced recently that an additional 6,963 housing units, at a cost of



RML.5 billion, would be constructed in the Kl ang Vall ey, where sone half-
a-mllion ex-servicemen are purportedly living in squal or.

Al so, under the Eighth Malaysia Plan the Mnistry of Defence has
reconmended t he building of an additional 7,974 housing units for

servi cenmen at 42 | ocations throughout the country, including in big
cities.

The reason sone peopl e have for so long had the perception that there is
under-investnment in housing for the nation's soldiers is that in their
over zeal ousness to condenn and to destroy they sinply refuse to see the
wood for the trees.

If we are sincere in seeking the truth, then we have to have an open
m nd. Facts and figures are there to be skimred through for a clearer
picture. But then, it is easier to nmalign under the guise of
professionalism and to discover |ater that ni stakes have been nmade. By
that tine it may be too late.

For those who think that the Government is in the habit of neglecting
menbers of the arnmed forces, they should think nore than tw ce about the
consequences that may befall the country's well being.

Criticismof any mnistry by any nenber of the nedia in the country,
wi thout first checking the facts and figures is tantanount to undernining
t he wor ki ngs of the Governnent, which is now under great pressure to
performwell for its citizenry.

| ama critical reader. | amjust sick and tired of seeing news bl oopers
get printed. By then it is usually too late to do anything about it. |
hope that the nessage here is well received by critics, social and
political conmentators everywhere that they nust check the facts and
figures before they enbark on their diatribe.
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