12 JAN 2001
Fong- Tr ai ni ng
M NI STRY TO RETRAI N ELECTRONI C | NDUSTRY WORKERS

SEGAVAT, Jan 12 (Bernamm) -- The Human Resources Mnistry will retrain
wor kers of nultinational electronic factories expected to be affected by
the econonmic recession in the United States.

Its Mnister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said the workers will be retrained
in high demand fields like the information technology (1T), conputer
engi neering and design of conputer and multi-nmedia equi pnent.

"W will retrain themin fields nost needed by the country at the
monemt , " he said after visiting the Miar Industrial Training Centre here.

He said the mnistry had been informed that the United States’
mul ti nati onal conpani es, especially the electronic firns, mght be affected
by the econom ¢ sl owdown in the country.

Dr Fong said mnistry officials had been directed to nonitor such firms
| ocated in the Kl ang Vall ey, Penang and Johor to ensure that the situation
did not have any serious inmpacts against the nation's |abour force.

"The mnistry will continue to hold talks with the United States'
mul tinational firms in the country to ensure that no workers will be
af fected by the econom c depression in the country,” he said.

He said the ministry was waiting for the report fromthe state Labour
Departnent directors on the actual nunber of electronic factory workers
whi ch could be affected by the situation.

Dr Fong said so far there were no reports on such factory workers being
retrenched.

On the conputer literacy canpaign, Dr Fong said the mnistry hoped to
gat her sone 100,000 youths in a marmoth rally on Feb 17.

He said the canpaign, held to expose Malaysians to the IT field, wll
be | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.
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