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M sguided militants (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - There is no cause for terrorist novenents in

Mal aysia, and militant groups resort to viol ence because they cannot
convi nce people to support themin an el ection, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad sai d today

The Prime Mnister said the mlitant groups were m sgui ded peopl e who
wer e chanpi oni ng i magi ned causes.

"What is the justification (for terrorism in Malaysia when you can
participate in politics and can be el ected?

"If you can convince the majority of people in this country that your
perception of a state is better than what we have now, the people wll
support you," he said.

He was speaking at a di al ogue after delivering the keynote address at a
Conference on Terrorismorgani sed by the Institute for Strategi c and
I nt ernati onal Studies.

The conference was attended by over 200 experts in their fields, Cabinet
M ni sters and opposition politicians including DAP national chairman Lim
Kit Siang and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia president Dr Syed Husin Ali

Dr Mahathir felt that the A -M'unah group and Kunpulan M1litan Ml aysia
could be terned as terrorists as they had resorted to terror acts |ike
killing people.

He added that the Al -M' unah had shot dead two people in the stand-off
in Sauk and KMM had killed a Christian State Assenbl yman.

"Action had to be taken against them It's no good taking action after
the crime. W have to act in anticipation, and not in the usual nanner,
because having to find proof of a crime which has not yet been comitted
isdifficult.”

He was responding to a question by PRMcentral youth wing conmittee
menber Lat heefa Koya who had asked about the possible causes of terrorism
i n Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said these groups felt that Ml aysia was not enough of an
Islamc state and therefore, they acted with viol ence.

"There is no cause whatsoever for acts of terror so we can assune that
these people are naive or plain stupid, or they do not seem convi nced that
they can convince people (in an election)."”

He said they had a fair chance of winning an el ection, pointing out that
two States were now under opposition rule.

To anot her question by political scientist Dr Farish Noor on the
intellectual culture in the Muslimworld, Dr Mahathir said Islamdid not
have a central authority or priesthood.

Therefore, many were able to make use of the religion and played on the
devotion of Muslins, in order to gain power.

"Unfortunately, nost Miuslinms do not understand their religion except
what these people tell them There is no central authority ... the Pope
may call for a crusade but in Islam just about anybody in any kanpung can
call for jihad."

Dr Mahathir added that while the State had the authority to nmake
pronouncenents on Islam sonme Muslins prefer to believe their religious
t eachers.

El aborating at a Press conference, he said while there was no priesthood
in Islam sone people are accepted by their followers as qualified to nake
f at was.



Asked if it was better for the different religions to find conmon
ground, he said there was the Interfaith Council but sonme people refused
to take part because they insist that Miuslinms cannot have ties with non-
Musl i ns.

On Parti Bersatu Sabah's application to rejoin Barisan Nasional, Dr
Mahathir said it was still being | ooked at, and did not give a timefrane
for a deci sion.

On a report in a Bangkok newspaper, The Nation, that seven generals had
resigned fromthe Myanmar Gover nment under pressure from Mal aysia, he said
there was no truth in the report.

"That's their own decision. It had nothing to do with us," he said,
addi ng that Ml aysia was only working with Myanmar on its denocratisation
process.

The report had said Dr Mahathir asked for the resignations at the Asean
Sumit in Brunei.

The Prinme M nister said today that he did not touch on it at all at the
sunmmi t.



	Misguided militants (HL) (NSST 17/11/2001)

