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M sgui ded fi nger-pointing has no place in a right-thinking society

Rashi d Yusof
THE Uni versiti Malaya fire has sparked off a finger-pointing frenzy that
is as distressing as the destruction of Dewan Tunku Cansel |l or.

Not |east Puteri Umo's stunning call (delivered by party chief Azalina
O hnman Said) for the resignation of Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain, the
vi ce-chancel l or of UM by way of accepting full responsibility for the
fire; for the publication of a dreadful nagazine; and for the distribution
of not-very-nice flyers ahead of yesterday's visit by the Prime Mnister.

The influential Utusan Mal aysia, both through its Page One treat nent of
Azalina's original statenent and through form dable cartoon strip-satirist
Senyum Kanbi ng appears not to disagree with the head of Puteri Umo.

O hers inplied that the cursory and very public assessnent of Dr Anuar's
performance as V-C m ght i ndeed produce a better candidate for the top UM
post .

We have neither been told the nalaise of UM nor the remarkable qualities
a new V-C woul d bring to Lembah Pantai .

Diving in on Saturday was Azim Daimof Umo Youth, |ending credence to
Azal i na' s t houghts.

(Azim, for the record, acted quickest during the Datuk Zainol Mt Isa
controversy. He told Utusan Zai nol should resign when Umo's disciplinary
panel found himguilty of noney politics. Azim, too, was subsequently
repri manded by the same panel.)

Wt hout doubt, we are not accustoned with the work of Dr Anuar nor that
of Azim and Azalina, and we would be clueless if asked to professionally
eval uate the performance of a V-C, Umo Suprene Council nenbers |ike Azimn
and Azalina, and, for that matter, the work of others outside our
pr of essi on.

Note that journalists exercise their journalistic licence very, very
sparingly, and even then we are nost hesitant. W sonetines prefer
convol uted, roundabout phrases to a plain, spit-it-out style lest it
afflicts injustice on sonmeone.

The i nherent danger in a finger-pointing canpaign is that this small
group of people can gang up or be persuaded to | obby for the renoval of
someone's nenesis, or sinply to sack people at random as a part of the
nati onal habit.

Now, there was a fire in Universiti Putra Mal aysia's conmputer |ab
Should its V-C go too? Wien shall a public figure be adjudged to have
fallen on his sword?

I s there sonmewhere a group of em nent people who decide these things? O
course, accountability and a culture of taking full responsibility are not
in thensel ves bad, but given the anpunt of bad bl ood cl oggi ng the
col l ective consciousness, there will never be a shortage of easy targets
to lynch, denigrate and summarily judge and puni sh.

I ndeed, the new knee-jerk, kangaroo-court manner of problemsolving is a
big worry since their perpetrators believe thenselves to be perfectly
sensi ble, objective little souls.

To activate the nob-nmentality, to get soneone to resign and to expect,
|l o and behold, troubles and difficulties of all proportions to vanish, is
absurd.

The UMfire investigators could discover a severe security lax, or even
a deliberate or tacit act of |ooking the other way. (Now, where were the
security guards?) These are, for now, very nasty, spiteful thoughts, and



the investigators should not be pre-enpted.

The fate of the V-Cis not the nost pressing issue. The disquiet lies
(if proven) in the evil act of sabotage, scare-tactics and chaos-i nduci ng
reci pes creeping into national life via the canpuses, a suspicion enhanced
by the subsequent fire at UPM

That is a matter for the police and not for V-Cs to delve into.
Politically, should that be the case, the Opposition ought to be
concerned, as elenents within the Qpposition have spewed consi derabl e
spite and venominto the political turf.

They have scapegoated for political mleage. To facilitate the spread of
hate, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has been singled out for
vilification.

Websites with nanes |i ke MahaFi raun entered hones through the Internet.
Dr Mahat hir was branded anti-U ama and power hungry. Segnents of the
Opposi ti on cannot be absol ved of bl ane.

| npr essi onabl e students were brai nwashed. They were told hate equal s
political awakening, conviction, idealisme. They devour lustily the hate
literature, thinking this would, curiously, save the nation.

Anti - Governnment feelings in the canpuses is yesterday's news. The
i nsecurities of the so-called disenfranchi sed segnments have been endl essly
m | ked. They becane "anti-wealth" overni ght. Pro-Pas and Keadil an
candi dates took nost of the posts in canmpus el ections.

Anti - Governnment sentinments wafted their way into big corporations and
Gover nnent departnents for all the wong reasons.

Cynicismis entrenched. Yet, the energence of militancy will be an eye-
opener, a potential groundbreaking incident that will again alter
political equilibrium

It will accentuate the evils of a misguided political canpaign that
thrives on hate, that exploits the inadequacies and insecurities of people
caught in the rat race.

The Opposition may actually | ose support and synpathy, especially in the
campuses, if indeed the hall owed Dewan was destroyed to prevent a dial ogue
between the Prine Mnister and students. It would be Umo's turn to
benefit by default.

Repl acing the V-C will not sweep away the anti-Governnent feelings.

Di al ogues, visits (the PMand the Deputy Prime Mnister are already on the
campus trail) and debates in the media will help clarify the issues given
the nuddi ed political turf.

Practical ideas are in short supply. As usual, there is an opinion
surplus. Young Umo | eaders have not been able to connect with the canpus
crowd, unmn stakably, a key battl eground in 2004.

For now, conments that are flippant and enptive could cloud the issue
needlessly. It is sad that the resignati on demand canme from Azal i na (she
said Saturday there is no personal grudge in this call by Puteri Umo).

She is a fresh-face who has infused into Mal aysian politics a wel cone
dose of verve. She conbines intellect with a pronounced swashbuckl i ng
bearing, a get-up-and-go attitude.

She vividly knows how the Umo revival ought to begin, by touching
Mal aysi an hearts through sinple and tangi bl e gestures |like reading to the
blind and hel ping the unwary clinb out of a | egal norass.

That har d-done-by Unrah pilgrins turned to MCA's M chael Chong is a
cruel indictnment of the service qualities of Umo, and of Pas for that
matter.

Azalina will not, however, be proud of her latest contribution to
nati onal debate.

When i n doubt, invoke voices of reason and sense, and not activate the
nmob | ogi c.



Azal i na shall not be judged solely by her |atest comments. That is a
prayer because dedicated, intellectual young politicians of the Azalina
moul d must not falter.

( END)



	Misguided finger-pointing has no place in a right-thinking society (NST 02/07/2001)

