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By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

KAMPALA, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad has ticked off the foreign nmedia for their continuous nasty reports
on Mal aysia and Africa which turn away potential investors.

"Be bold enough to report about the good things that are happening in
the country, tell the truth,” he said during an interaction between heads
of governnent and the nedia at the d obal 2001 Smart Partnership
International D alogue here | ate Sunday.

"If they want the truth, then the foreign nmedia should be prepared to
print the truth,” he said.

The interaction, which has becone a regular feature at the smart
partnershi p dial ogues where | eaders put forward questions to journalists,
saw sone sharp criticisnms being hurled at the nedia for what the |eaders
clained as reporting half-truths rather than the whole story.

He said that the Smart News Network International (SNNi) to be | aunched
here Monday woul d provide alternative reporting of the sane news.

Under the SNNi, four nedia organisations in Ml aysia and three in
Africa would initially contribute news itens to an Internet portal

Dr Mahathir said the SNNi woul d i ncl ude both the good and bad news.
Uganda's President Yoweri Miseveni |ikened negative reporting which turned
away investors to that of eneny action

Sonme of the | eaders said that while the nmedia were clanouring for
accountability fromgovernment officials, legislators and politicians, they
t hensel ves "don't care about the kind of perception they bring to society.”

Tanzani an President Benjam n Mapa expressed disdain at the nmedia for
pressing for greater accountability frommnisters and a code of conduct
for them but for sone reason, "they believe freedomof the press is
absol ute."

"You are al so accountable,” he said, stressing there were two sides to
a story but only one side was reported.

Uganda- based Financial Tinmes journalist Mark Turner said that the nedia
nore often was bl aned for specul ation, but sometines they had no choice as
it was difficult to gain access to civil servants.

Cvil servants viewed the nedia as conbative, he said

A broadcast journalist said that while bad news was readily avail abl e,
it was difficult to get positive news fromthe government imediately.

"Don't wait for weeks, appoint professional officers to react
i mediately to good news and they shoul d especially be available after
of fice hours,” the journalist added.
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