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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The historic four-day Peace and Friendship Mssion to
Iraqg ended | ast night on a very successful note, with President Saddam
Hussei n expressing appreciation of the solidarity denonstrated by the

Mal aysi an peopl e.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar, who | ed the 300-strong
del egation, told a Press conference on board the Ml aysia Airlines
chartered flight MH8403 that the mi ssion had acconplished its objectives.

The Press conference to | ocal Pressmen acconpanying the trip was given
about five hours before the 747 Boeing aircraft touched down at the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport in Sepang at 1.40amt oday.

Syed Hami d's courtesy call on Saddam at his pal ace i n Baghdad, the
capital city, which was the highlight of the mssion, was itself historic.

Saddam nornal | y does not easily neet other |eaders and such neetings are
approved only at the last mnute.

The neeting between Syed Hanid and Saddam |l asted 1 1/2 hours during
whi ch the forner handed over a letter fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad to the Iraqi President.

In the letter, Dr Mahathir expressed Mal aysia's synpathy with the
suffering of the Iraqgi people and the desire to help alleviate their
probl ens and to get the 10-year-old sanctions against Iraq |lifted.

The people of the oil-rich country which has a population of 25 nillion
suffer fromthe effects of the sanctions inposed by the United Nations
Security Council a year after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990.

The sanctions were inposed as puni shnent for the invasion.

They forbid Iraqg frominporting and exporting goods.

The ni ne-hour flight to Baghdad on Wednesday went through snoothly,
except for a detour, forced by the reluctance of certain countries to
allowthe aircraft to fly over their airspace

There are two no-fly zones inposed on Irag. One is in the north above
the 36th parallel and the other in the south fromlraq' s borders with
Kuwai t, Saudi Arabia and Jordan to the 33rd parallel, ending just about
50km out si de Baghdad.

The zones were inposed in 1991 after the Gulf War and are patrolled by
Western aircraft, mainly the United States and the United Ki ngdom

The northern zone was established to protect the |largely Kurdish
popul ati on there fromattack by lraqi forces.

The southern zone is to protect Shi'ite Miuslinms there who nmounted a
failed rebellion agai nst Saddam soon after the Gulf War ended.

Syed Hami d said during the neeting, Saddamsaid he was fully aware that
Mal aysia was a stable country and that the Governnent and its | eadership
were al ways with the people.

The President felt Ml aysia had taken the right nove in sending the
peace m ssion and hoped this would be followed with Mal aysi an busi nessnen
and agenci es investing in his country.

Iraq al so wanted to buy palmoil directly from Ml aysia instead of third
countries as at present and also to send its students here for training in
I nformati on Technol ogy-rel ated matters. Saddam al so felt Ml aysia was a
brotherly country and was sincere in calling for the lifting of the
sanctions agai nst |raq.

He is keeping abreast with Dr Mahathir's views, giving particul ar
attention to the Prine Mnister's voi ce agai nst the sanctions and



devel oprments i n devel opi ng countries.

Saddamreal i sed that Malaysia could play an inportant role in lraqg' s
econony and had therefore invited Ml aysians "with an open arnt to invest
in the country.

Saddam had al so told Syed Ham d that Irag woul d never bow to any
pressure, including those under the so-called "smart sanctions”.

These "snmart sanctions"” were proposed by Britain on May 17 with US
backing, in a bid to counter criticismof the decade-old UN econom c
sancti ons.

The 15-menber Security Council, currently divided on the proposal, is
expected to vote on it early July.

Iraq has rejected the proposal, maintaining its call for a conplete
lifting of sanctions.

Iraq al so nade good on its threat to take its oil off the world narket.
On June 4 it suspended nost of its oil exports in protest, resulting in
the increase in crude oil prices.

According to Saddam no matter what they were called, sanctions were
repressive and a violation of justice.

Anong those in the del egation were Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Shahi dan Kassim WMl acca Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam Deputy
Heal th M ni ster Datuk Sul ai man Mohamad and Chi ef Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Sansuddi n Gsman.

MPs, doctors, nedical students, governnent officials, businessnen,
academ ci ans and representatives fromnon-governnental organi sations and
the nedia were al so anong those in the del egation

At a dinner on Friday, Shahidan represented the Yayasan | ktisas |Islam
Mal aysi a, of which he is the chairman, in handi ng over assistance of
US$1, 300 (RW4, 940) to Mal aysi an students in Irag and another US$2, 100 to
Mal aysi an nmedi cal students there.

Syed Hani d thanked every one in the del egation, especially the private
sector for their financial support in making the trip possible and the MAS
pilots and crew for an excellent job done.

Among others, they visited patients at the under-equi pped Saddam Centra
Hospital, suffering fromserious illnesses such as cancer due to effects
of the bonbings.

They visited the Amiriya Shelter, also in Baghdad, where 408 of 422
peopl e, who were taking refuge, were killed by US msiles in February
1991. One hundred of those killed were children.

The Gul f War resulted in thousands of people, nostly children, dying of
di seases fromlack of nedical equi pment, supplies, trained nurses and
specialists to help treat them

Representatives of the delegation also nmet Iraqi Vice-President Taha
Yassi n Ramadan, Deputy Prine M nister and acting Foreign Mnister Tarig
Azi z and sone other M nisters.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali were
at the Bunga Raya lounge in KLIA to see themoff to Baghdad.

The visit followed a earlier "goodwi |l mission" to lrag led by Dr Sit
Hasmah i n March

The mission was purely humanitarian and i ntended to help, especially the
aged, sick and children who are suffering due to a |l ack of nedica
facilities followi ng the sanctions.
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