25/ 12/ 2001
Msuari's famly can visit him

Fi r daus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar today
said the famly of Nur Msuari, the former governor of the Autononous

Regi on of Muslim M ndanao in the Philippines, may be allowed to visit him

However, said Syed Ham d, the visit was subject to approval by the
rel evant authorities (police or Home Mnistry).

"It depends on the authorities. If there are acceptabl e reasons on why
they (Msuari's famly) want to neet himthen it could be arranged," Syed
Ham d said at his residence here today.

He said the visit, if allowed, would be arranged carefully and according
to certain security restrictions which should not attract "nedia
di scussi on".

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had, earlier in the day,
said the Governnent woul d consider allowing the famly of Nur Msuari to
visit him

Dr Mahathir reiterated he expected the Philippine Governnent to take
custody of M suari "very soon" because Kual a Lunmpur cannot keep hi m under
detention forever.

The Prime Mnister also reiterated the Governnent's stand on the
question of political asylumfor M suari.

"W cannot entertain asylum" he said.

"W have given an undertaking that people who carry out terror attacks
intheir country and taking ordi nary people as hostages cannot be given
asylum”

US-based | awer, Elly V.L. Pamatong, who clains to represent M suari,
sai d yesterday that he has appealed to the Ml aysi an Governnent to all ow
the former governor's famly nmenbers to visit him

Pamat ong had al so appealed to the United Nations H gh Conmm ssion for
Ref ugees to intervene and prevent Msuari frombeing deported to the
Phi | i ppi nes.

On his views pertaining to these recent devel opnments, Syed Hamid said it
was Kual a Lunpur's responsibility and commi tment to hand over M suari to
Mani | a.

"We do not classify himas a refugee or an asylum seeker ...this has
been sai d agai n and agai n.

"And | don't feel there is a need for UNHCR s presence in the current
situation.”

He said the adm nistration of President doria Macapagal Arroyo had
gi ven an undertaking that M suari woul d be handl ed with respect and
dignity.

"President Arroyo personally assured the OC Mnisterial Conmittee of
Ei ght, which nonitors the inplenmentati on of the 1996 peace pact in
sout hern M ndanao, that Msuari will be treated with dignity."

Syed Hami d said Manila has al so assured Msuari's safety when he is
deported from Mal aysi a.

Syed Hanid, a nmenber of the Conmittee of Eight, together with comittee
chai rman Dr Hasan Wraduyo, the |Indonesian Foreign Mnister, flewinto
Mani | a | ast week.

Wth the mandate fromthe O C, they held several high profile neetings
with Arroyo's government to ascertain the situation and Manila's position
on Msuari.

The Philippines nade it clear that they want Msuari back to stand trial



for rebellion and that there were no two ways about it.
M suari was arrested while trying to enter Ml aysia through Sabah on Nov
24.
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