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M SI A WANTS G15 NATI ONS TO PLACE | MPORTANCE ON SUW T

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

JAKARTA, May 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia wants the G oup of 15 (GL5)
Devel oping Nations to place inportance on the Summits in future with
| eaders representing nmenber countries, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said here today.

Mal aysia would like to see nore state | eaders taking part in GL5
Sunmits, he told Mal aysian reporters here today.

He said that he agreed that the Sunmit is inportant and is held every
year, but nenber countries should place it on a higher |evel with heads of
government representing the countries.

Syed Hami d, who brought this up at the GL5 foreign mnisters
m ni sterial neeting yesterday, said that the frequency of sunmts held was
one of the issues discussed at the neeting.

VWhen asked on the exact nunber of heads of state and government
attending the 11th Summt which begins here tonorrow, he said that "if six
or nine (heads of state and government) are attending, it would not create
a problem™

"W have yet to get full attendance (of heads of state and government).
Each representative has a mandate fromtheir heads of governnent," he said.

According to a report, only seven Gl5 heads of state and gover nnent
woul d attend the Summit this tine, which is being held for the first tinme
i n I ndonesia since the Gl5 was set up in 1989.

Apart from I ndonesi an President Abdurrahman Wahid, the other |eaders
are Nigerian President O usegun Cbasanjo, Senegal President Abdoul aye Wade
Venezuel a' s President Hugo Chavez, Egyptian Prine Mnister Atef Ebeid,
Jamai can Prime M nister Janes Patterson and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Initially, nine heads of state and governnment were scheduled to attend
the Sunmit.

Al geri an president Abdel aziz Bouteflika is expected to be represented
by speaker of the country's parlianment, while Zi nbabwe president Robert
Mugabe cancelled his Jakarta trip due to the death of Zi nbabwe's Defence
M ni ster Moven Mahachi in a car crash on Saturday.

Syed Hanmi d said that the absence of sone of the Gl5 heads of state and
government need not nean that the nmeeting is not inportant. Wat is nore
i mportant is the issue discussed.

Every year, Gl5 menber countries hold neetings and the progress reports
i ndi cated that there were achi evenents which had benefited the south-south
countri es.

As such, he said the G5 nations reiterated their stand to strengthen
rel ati onshi ps anong nenber countries.

Syed Hanmi d said that he had attended several sessions of the GL5
nmeeti ngs and had seen the differences.

"I notice the interest and the seriousness now. They know that to
become stronger, they need to cooperate in the context of south-south. The
G oup of 15 Devel oping Nations is a succesful group,” he said. -- BERNAMA
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