29 SEP 2001
Mahat hir-Airli nes
M SI A TAKI NG PRECAUTI ONARY MEASURES CONCERNI NG HI JACKERS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that the government has yet to see any threats
i ncluding the hijacking of aircraft of Ml aysian airlines but has taken
Some precautionary neasures.

"At the noment, we don't see a threat for Ml aysian airlines but we
must be cautious,” he told reporters after opening the 30th Gerakan
del egates' conference here.

Dr Mahathir said that was why the airlines were taking insurance and
ot her neasures to | ook after the interest of air travellers.

He was respondi ng to questions on whether the degree of threat of
Mal aysia Airlines (MAS) being hijacked is a concern

Dr Mahathir said that a possible neasure was to put air marshals in an
aircraft to safeguard the safety of the passengers fromthe threat of
hi j ackers.

"W have to study whether we can use air marshals or not but
unfortunately, the people who build the aeroplanes do not seemto study the
problemof terrorists,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said that that there should be an aeropl ane desi gned
to be "terrorist-proof."

Even t hough this sounds like a ridiculous idea, it could be done, he
sai d.

"There are certain things that can be done instead of themjust
t hi nki ng and maki ng aeropl anes for selling only," he said.

He said that aircraft-makers were nore concerned with using fire-proof
materi al s and ot hers.

"Now we want a terrorist-proof aeroplane. | have a few ideas but |
won't tell," he said.

Dr Mahathir also noted that there were signs that people were scared to
travel by air after the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in the United States.

"At the noment, the nunber of passengers travelling on Anerican
airlines in Arerica is down to 35 per cent and that neans people are
scared, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said that throughout the world, people could also
beconme scared because hijackings of aircraft do not only occur in the US
but also in other places, even in China and Tai wan.
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