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Moder at es nust now fi ght back

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

LI FE for Mal ays and ot her Buni putras has changed and i s changi ng only
gradual Iy except, predictably, in politics. The other Ml aysi ans have
transformed thensel ves and are changing radically. Hi ndsight tends to
mel l ow ny views on what has happened to cause the changes taking pl ace.

am of course, concerned about the new undercurrents of racial and
religious intol erance which are to the detrinment of everyone including the
Musl i s,

Though Islanmic mlitancy and extrenismw ||l affect the non-Mislins nore
than others, | sense there is a genuine desire by the latter to see
Mal aysi a succeed and their loyalty to a just and strong Ml aysi a general ly
remai ns undi vi ded.

Just as Merdeka dom nated the | ast 44 years, | believe that it will be
Merdeka and the freedom of individual rights that will be the core issues
which will deci de who doni nates Mal aysian politics, a potentially coercive
governnent run by Islamc clerics or any other group, or the present
noderate Governnment. | have great confidence BN will triunph. Still, one
can't be conpl acent about it.

Mal aysia was and is a happy, prosperous and peaceful nation. The people
live in harnony. Mal aysi ans work together, play together, attend each
others' festivities and live side by side. There were no signs of overt
religious extrem smand intolerance until recently. Now, npbst Ml aysi ans
feel that the threat of Islamic nilitancy and extremsmis real, and they
want the Government to act firmy against the trend. Indeed, to extinguish
it sooner than | ater.

Though there are peopl e who have becone di senchanted w
Governnent, the last thing they want is to be inperilled
nenace.

At | east, they know t he Governnent, whatever they may think of it,
doesn't tell themwhat to wear, what to read, what to think, or what
movi es and TV progranmes to wat ch.

In an Islam c theocratic state, even if it can't run the adm nistration
properly, the mullahs will dictate what you can and can't do culturally.

If the people are indifferent and resent the Governnment which warns them
of the danger, we are lost, and we deserve to be.

I would like to see a strong nulti-racial and multi-religious Ml aysia
and a strong BN that puts freedomw th responsibility first.

Rel i gi ous freedom freedomto run a business and make noney with as
little governnment interference as possible. People who cower in their
hones after dark, and worse, in daytine behind | ocked doors, are not free

| nmust be honest and state this categorically. A governnent that stands
for opportunity for its people nust also nake sure that crinmnals (foreign
or domestic) do not have free rein to terrorise the | aw abi di ng nor,
verily, snatch handbags of |ocal wonmen and tourists. Freedomfromfear and
want nust be the cornerstone of this nation.

That notw t hstandi ng, Ml aysia may well receive nore than 11 mllion
tourists by the year-end, an all-tine record. Kuala Lunpur is relatively a
very safe place but we were better before, though there were nmany
tourists.

If law and order is strengthened, the tourists will just pour in and
shall not be surprised if the arrivals reach 13 nillion by the end of
2002.
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Mal aysi an history has produced four Prine Mnisters. Every PM- from
Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun Razak, Tun Hussein Onn to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad - was shaped by col onialism Japanese Qccupation, the separation
of Singapore and the tragic May 13, 1969, race riots.

The trauma and intensity of the various periods, the latter in
particul ar, have defined much of Ml aysi an soci al, economic and politica
life up to now

Mal aysi an patriotismis taking deep roots and | think it will becone
ingrained in all Ml aysians by the year 2020, naybe even earlier.

Dr Mahathir will the last PMto have any Iinks with the pre-Second Wrld
War period. Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, when he takes over, is a
child of Merdeka.

By the Sixties, the sane enotional patriotic quality that had united al
races to achieve Merdeka united nost of themto form Mal aysia and agai nst
I ndonesi a, which vowed to stop the formation of "greater Ml aya".

The uni fying thene of Ml aysia did not produce a powerful enough
el ectoral force to save the Tunku in the 1969 general election and within
16 nont hs, he handed over power to Tun Razak.

Tun Razak formed a strong political platformin 1974, uniting al
parties (except DAP) in the BN which constituted a powerful electora
machi ne for the next 27 years. It is expected to go on doing so for the
foreseeabl e future

Tun Razak managed what not even Tunku coul d achi eve: he seduced
conservative |Islamc "evangelicals" to be part of the BN Governnent at al
| evel s. Devel opnment, less politicking, and also belief in a strong
Mal aysi a kept Umo and Pas pulling in harness.

Two years after Tun Razak's premature and tragi c death, Pas pulled out
of the Governnment and joi ned the Cpposition.

| was then in solitary confinenent at the Kanunting Detention Centre. |
was variously told then and later on that it was a contentious coalition
under Tun Razak's successor, the then Datuk Hussein Onn

Hussein survived for five years (1976-1981) and won the 1978 el ection
easily, hel ped enornously by a flourishing econony and a weak and
di sparate Opposi tion.

Dr Mahat hir changed and i s changi ng the Ml aysi an political |andscape
beyond recognition after two decades in power. If there were orientation
or "ideol ogical" differences between Tun Razak and Dr Mahathir's early
years, especially, | could find themonly with a magnifying gl ass.

Two strong factions in Umo energed after Dr Mahat hir becanme Prine
M ni ster - the Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah group and Dr Mahathir's faction.
Tan Sri Musa Hitam Dr Mahathir's deputy in governnent and party,
defected, and he and Tengku Razal ei gh nearly defeated Dr Mahathir in 1987.

Dr Mahathir's record is inpressive but there were and are issues, as he
had hinsel f admitted, that could have been handl ed better (affirmative
action, for one). | believe the other is the education policy.

Just as many Mal aysi ans are scared of Pas' Islanic theocratic State's
cultural control and religious coercion, and the clerics telling people
what they should do; many are also worried by the spectre of "too much
political correctness" that seens to have settled over so much of our
national and intellectual discourse.

| strongly believe that, |ike ne, nost m ddl e and upper-mni ddl e cl ass
Mal aysi ans, when faced with the prospect of the intolerant nullahs and
clerics will tell themto go stuff it.

| do contend that an overwhelm ng majority of Ml aysians of all races
are too smart and too practical to succunb or be seduced to religious and
raci al extrem smand comunalism Let's see what happens during the
Sarawak State election later in the nonth.



Mal aysi a was founded as an inclusive nation that stood and stands up for
everyone. No party, however righteous it clainms to be, or pre-ordained to
rule, has the right to slamthe door in the face of other Ml aysians.

They must be protected so that they can live w thout the fear of
religious and cul tural assault.

They can and must rightfully rebel at any party or governnent which
tells themthat what is wong is right, and that which is right is wong.

We need to keep the door and our minds open in this 21st century: W
must fight for freedom econom c and social opportunity, and neritocracy
to build a solid majority party for the next general election and beyond.

The forces of noderation nust be gal vanised to counter Islamc militancy
and extrem sm The various races nust be prepared and steadied for the new
political battle. Al nust assist to break social and political barriers
anong the races in order together to stand up agai nst those who want to
turn the cl ock back.

( END)



	Moderates must now fight back (NST 04/09/2001)

