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MAHATHI R- APEC
M SI A DOES NOT | NTEND TO PULL OUT OF APEC

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

SHANGHAI, Oct 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad says that Mal aysia does not intend to pull out of the Asia Pacific
Econoni ¢ Cooperation (APEC) forum

"W have never thought of pulling out of APEC. W have participated in
APEC and now we notice that APEC has changed its character with new pl ayers
init and nore concerned with devel oping countries and their problens," he
told a media conference at the end of the Ninth APEC Summit here today.

Answering questions fromthe international nmedia, the prinme mnister
cited how the APEC neeting this time around did not focus exclusively on
mar ket openi ng which used to be the main thenme of all previous neetings.

"(They used to tell) that we nust open markets, allow capital in, open
up and let all these conpanies in. But (at) this particular conference, not
a word was said on that," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia feels that this change in attitude was out of
concern for the problens faced by devel opi ng countries.

"Ml aysia feels much nore confortable with APEC now, then it was
before. W are not intending to pull out,"” he said.

On the decl aration which condemmed terrorismbut did not nention
Af ghani stan, the prime mnister said what was included in the declaration
showed that menber econom es have a common stand regarding terrorism

"We have all agreed that each country will act inits own way. There is
no conpul sion on the action that we nust take in order to conbat terrorism
and as a result, there was no neccesity to tal k of Afghanistan."”

However, Dr Mahathir said that "Malaysia' s stand on the issue was known
and that was not in any way obstructive towards reachi ng our agreenent."

As for Malaysia's stand calling for an international conference to
di scuss and find the root cause of terrorism the prinme mnister said that
he spoke to many | eaders and sone have agreed to identify the causes of
terrorism

During the course of discussions, he said many felt that there should
not only be mlitary offensive but also diplomatic noves to resolve
problenms in West Asia, which many felt was related to terrorismtoday.

Asked if the shooting of Israeli soldiers by Palestinian was an act of
terrorism Dr Mahathir said that "one nust renenber that Israeli soldiers
al so shoot the Palestinians and so it is a two-way thing.

"That is why Malaysia is of the opinion that United Nations observers
shoul d be stationed there to separate the conbatants. Sone agree with the
the view but obviously others do not, so we have not nade that as part of
the resolution (in the declaration),” he said.

VWhen asked by another foreign journalist that the detention of Kunpul an
Mlitan Mal aysia (KMV) nenbers recently by the Ml aysian authorities was
viewed by sone as the prinme mnister trying to consolidate his power, Dr
Mahat hir said: "As far as detention (is concerned), we have been detaining
this people even before Sept 11. So it is not related to the Sept 11
(attacks in the US)."

"By the way, | don't have to bother people (who are) not supporting mne.
| have three-quarters majority in Parliament and that will stay until the
next election."

"So | don't have to do anything funny in order to get people to support
me," he added. -- BERNAMA
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