11/ 04/ 2001
Monunent al task ahead for Azalina and her teamin new w ng

Nur ai na Samad

ITS a dirty job but somebody has got to do it. And that job | anded on the
| ap of |lawyer Azalina O hman Said, a political neophyte but one with the
enthusiasmto match her single-mnded aimto nmake a change and a

di fference in Umo.

O course, nobody said it was easy to put together a political novenent
that is to be part of a battered old political party.

But then it was Azalina, an appointed Umo suprene council nenber, who
prepared a worki ng paper for the establishnent of a political noverment for
young Mal ay wonen.

It was runoured that she subnmtted the paper directly to Umo president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi . Her big sisters and the elders in Wanita Umo were not
anmused. They were caught by surprise and were naturally, offended.

O course, it did not help that Wanita Umo was referred to as a
movenent of makci k- makci k (ol d | adi es) whi ch was unappealing to the young.
Whet her or not this was true, the fact remni ned that Azalina was cl ose
to getting the chilly treatment fromthe veterans who, on record expressed

support and deni ed any m streatnent or |ack of sportsmanship.

This is all in the past. Azalina who was nmade Puteri Umo pro-tem head
has overcone the unenvi able task and good ol d-fashi oned politicking that
acconpani ed her entry into big-tinme politics.

This 37-year-old "upstart" who supposedly | acked Umo experi ence and
credentials has got things going.

Known in legal circles as intelligent, Azalina has banded together seven
young Mal ay wonen to represent a cross-section of society. Eleven have
been naned by the respective State Umo |liaison conmittees. (Only Pahang
and Kedah have yet to nanme their representatives.)

On Monday, she announced the |ine-up, anbng whom was popul ar artiste
Erra Fazira whose real nane is Fazira Wan Chi k. Undoubtedly, her inclusion
is causing a stir.

The others are said to be graduates, professionals and educationists.

They represent that breath of fresh air in Umo which has reached
m ddl e-age and earned a reputation as a fuddy-duddy party.

Certainly, the pro-temPuteri Umo conmittee | ooks good and refreshing.
Whet her or not it can attract the "right kind" of young Mal ay wonen
remains to be seen

It looks like Erra's inclusion in the conmttee is neant to pull in the
nunbers, given her popularity. Erra herself appears to be serious and
conm tted. She probably has nore fans than sone political |eaders. (Hello,
peopl e pay to hear her sing, okay?)

On that basis, Puteri Umo woul d have no problem attracti ng nmenbers.

Sone say Erra's inclusion is a ginmck.

"Well, it is one of the easiest things to do. Just get a celebrity to
attract people. You don't have to think hard to cone up with this," said a
young civil servant.

A young bank of ficer said Umo has run out of ideas, adding that having
an artiste in the Puteri line-up was "silly". She al so said she woul d not
j oin the novenent because of that.

But anot her young Mal ay wonan said that the youthful | ook of Puteri Umo
i s appealing.

"It isagood mx ... Errawill pull inadifferent set of young wonen,



the others will attract other groups. | have no problemidentifying with
t he movenent," she sai d.

The setting up of Puteri Umo was announced in July last year. Azalina,
arguably faced nmany trials and tribulations in her single objective of
hel ping Umo in its rejuvenati on process.

Puteri Umo's raison d etre is to help increase Umo's menbershi p by
getting young Mal ay wonmen to join the novenent.

Azalina is working on this and is targeting 1.5 mllion nmenbers in her
soon-to-be-launched recruitnment drive.

Umo is banking on Puteri Umo to hel p change the perception that the
party has |l ost touch with the young.

Azal ina and her girls have a nonunmental task ahead. They probably know
by now they need nore than a pretty face to convince that section of young
Mal aysi ans to have faith in and give support to Umo.
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