13 NOv 2001

MOROCCAN PREM ER ACCORDED OFFI Cl AL WELCOME

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 13 (Bernamm) -- Visiting Moroccan Prine Mnister
Abderrahmane El Youssoufi was accorded a fornmal welconme at Dataran Putra
here including the customary inspection of a guard of honour.

Acconpani ed by wife Hel ene, he was received on arrival there by the
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohanmed Ali.

Abderrahmane then inspected the guard of honour mounted by 106 officers
and nen of the Ist Battalion of the Royal Malay Regi ment under the conmand
of Maj or Abdul Sanmah Ml Noh.

Abderrahmane and Dr Mahathir then held cl osed door discussions for 30
m nutes before adjourning to an inter-del egati on neeti ng.

The Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, Transport Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, the Moroccan Transport and Merchant Marine
M ni st er Abdessl am Zni ned, the Secretary of State at the Prinme Mnister's
Department in charge of Post, Tel econmunications and | nformati on Technol ogy
Nasr Hajji and the Secretary of State for Foreign Trade Abdel kri m Benatiq
al so attended the cl osed-door neeting.

Abderrahmane arrived yesterday for a four-day visit acconpanied by a
36- menber del egati on.
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