16 NOV 2001
Mor occo-Terrori sm
MORCCCO SUPPORTS MALAYSI A'S STAND ON TERRORI SM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernanma) -- Modrocco today expressed support for
Mal aysia's call to the United Nations (UN) to tackle the problem of
terrori smand organise an international conference on it.

Moroccan Prinme M nister Abderahmane El Yousouffi said that |ike
Mal aysia, his country also disagreed with the United States-led air strikes
on Afghanistan as it would only kill innocent civilians.

In a special interview with Bernama before | eaving for home yesterday
after a four-day state visit to Ml aysia, Abderahmane said although the
country was anong the first to condemn the Sept 11 attacks on the US, it
felt that the bonbing of Afghanistan by the US was not an effective nove to
fight terrorism

"We should adopt a strategy and a |line of action, including sharing of
i nformati on, and nost inportant, the need to agree on the definition of
terrorism™ he said.

He said that in defining terrorism the international commttee should
not confuse it with the legitimte struggle of national liberalisation
novenent s.

Abder ahmane al so said that Moroccans regretted the US' nove to inpose
visa restrictions on males fromlslamc countries, including Malaysia and
Morocco, as it was discrimnatory.

He said that many peaceful people such as students, tourists and those
seeki ng nedi cal treatment would be affected and surely there was a need to
implenent a "nore civilised rule for international relations."

He said Muslim students should now | ook for opportunities to pursue
their studies in Miuslimcountries because they were facing difficulties in
western countries following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks.

Mal aysi a was one of the countries offering anple training institutions
and universities, including in the field of tel ecomunications and
petroleum that had received international recognition, he said.

Abderrahmane said his visit to Malaysia -- the first state visit by a
Moroccan prinme mnister -- was an inportant nilestone in boosting ties
between the two countries.

He said this was especially so in so far as creating awareness on the
abundance of opportunities that both countries could further devel ope.

The setting of a Mal aysi a- Morocco Joi nt Comm ssion, covering econonic,
technical, scientific and cultural, would be a catal yst for enhancing
cooperation between the two countries, he added.

During his visit, besides the signing the nmenoranduns of understandi ng
on the setting up of the joint conm ssion, Ml aysia and Mdrocco al so signed
MoUs on air services and the exchange of experts and expertise in
i nformati on technol ogy between the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Cor poration and
t he Moroccan I nformation Technopar k Corporati on.

Abderrahmane, who is |eading a 36-nenber del egation, including
busi nessmen in tel ecommuni cations, fisheries, industries and agriculture,
said he was fascinated by Ml aysia's advancenent in the tel ecommunications
and petrol eumindustries.

He hoped that Petronas, with its vast international experience in oil
and gas exploration, wuld able to participate actively in Mrocco.

The vol une of trade between Mal aysia and Morocco now stands at RMVB6
mllion a year in Ml aysia's favour.

Abder ahmane believed that two-way trade woul d be further enhanced with



t he new awar eness of the various opportunities avail able.

He said Mal aysia and Morocco had al so agreed to abolish visa
requi renents and he hoped that this would be inplenmented during Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's visit to Morocco next year.

He hoped his visit would spur nore novenents between the peoples of the
two countries, especially in terns of tourism which could help to foster a
better understandi ng between them
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