29/ 11/ 2001

Mosque that espouses Muslimunity

ALOR STAR, Wed. - A heartening gesture of the possibilities for Ml ay
unity occurred four days to Aidil Fitri |ast year

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and Qpposition | eader
Dat uk Fadzil Noor both attended a breaking of fast cerenmony and were
phot ogr aphed shaki ng hands and exchangi ng pl easantri es.

The venue was the Al -Bukhary nosque here, and the gesture was an apt
reflection of the noble intentions of the nosque buil ders.

Built and funded by the private Al -Bukhary Foundati on, which espouses
Muslimunity as one of its mmin objectives, the Al -Bukhary nosque was
recently officiated by the Sultan of Kedah.

The Al -Bukhary Foundation's managenent, headed by Tan Sri Syed Mkht ar
Al - Bukhary, refuses to comment on the cost of building the nbsque.

The foundation has built several other nbsques in the State, including
those located in Akar Peluru, Sik and Pantai Johor, but the Al-Bukhary
nmosque is by far one of the nbst attractive in Kedah.

The doubl e-storey nosque fronts an open square, where a 30-nmetre stream
runs into a small pond.

Seven bl ue-col oured dones are inscribed on the inside with the 99 nanes
of Allah. Seven, said a nbsque official, was chosen to synbolise how
I slam s teachi ngs have spread to all the seven continents.

The nosque's mihrab - the niche indicating the direction in which Mecca
lies and where the khatib delivers the Friday prayer sernon - was hand
built by lranian craftsnen. Lifts and other facilities are available for
handi capped nenbers of the congregation.

The nposque is only part of a |arger network of facilities |ocated and
housed in the Al -Bukhary conpl ex.

Apart fromthe 15,000 capacity nmosque, the conplex al so houses a
library, a nmedical centre, a hostel for orphans, an acadeny for the
el derly, funeral services facilities, neeting roons, a resource centre, a
school and a multi-purpose hall

Construction of the nbsque and the conpl ex began in 1999 on 10. 95
hectares of land in Alor Malai at Jalan Langgar. All the facilities are
scheduled to be ready for use by early next year. When fully conpleted
the Al -Bukhary Conplex will not only serve Miuslins, but also act as a
tourist attraction

More inportantly perhaps, the conplex serves as a remni nder of the
contribution which a selfless private charitable foundation is making to
foster closer Miuslimbrotherhood in the country.
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