08/ 08/ 2001
Mani I a, M ndanao rebel s sign pact to cease hostilities

Dzul karnain Taib

THE Phi | i ppi ne Governnent and t he Moro | sl ani ¢ Li beration Front (M LF)
yest erday signed an agreenment on the cessation of hostilities in the
sout hern island of M ndanao.

The parties agreed to normalise the situation in M ndanao and pave the
way for relief, rehabilitation and devel opnent programmes.

Representing the Philippine Government at the signing heldin Putrajaya
were acting chairman of the technical committee of the Philippine Peace
Panel (CGRP Panel) Irene Santiago and presidential asssistant for M ndanao
and head of the GRP Panel, Hesus Dureza.

M LF was represented by vice chai rman Murad Ebrahi mand peace panel
techni cal comittee chairnman Missi b Buat.

The signi ng was wi t nessed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, prior to tal ks between visiting Philippine President Aoria
Macapagal Arroyo and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

M LF al so signed a unity agreenment with the Moro Nati onal Liberation
Front (M\LF).

A breakaway group of the MNLF, the MLF was forned in 1978, two years
after the signing of the first agreenment between MNLF | eader Nur M suari
and | nel da Marcos, wife of then president Ferdinand Marcos in Tripoli,

Li bya.

Wth the agreenment, both parties agreed that the Mo peopl e woul d be
represent ed under one nane, that i s the Bangsa Moro Sol i darity Conference.

Speaking to reporters after the del egati on neeti ng bet ween Mal aysi a and
the Philippines, Syed Ham d sai d Mal aysia's optim stic and pragmatic
approach in settling conplicated race-related, political and other issues
inthe country were to becone its best selling points in being accepted as
a m ddl eman between the two Musli mbased rival organisations in the
sout hern Phili ppi nes.

"I'n our approach to settling conflicts, we have al ways stressed t hat
econom ¢ devel opnent is not possible w thout peace and stability.

"Ml aysia for one has promised that it will assist in whatever way it
can to settle the conflict and in fact it has made good its prom se by
investing in the region.

"The concl usi on of the peace agreenent goes to show the confidence of
both parties, including the Philippine Governnent, in the | eadership of Dr
Mahat hir," Syed Hami d sai d.

He said the agreenments woul d al so pave the way for rehabilitation and
devel opnent progranmmres i n M ndanao.

On the neeting between Mal aysi an and Phi | i ppi ne del egates, Syed Ham d
said it touched on several matters of nutual interest, including the
junpstart of the Brunei, |Indonesia, Ml aysia and the Philippines East Asia
G owt h Asia (Bl MP-EAGA) cooperation and t he pronotion of investnent in
vari ous econom ¢ sectors in the Philippines, especially inthe steel and
pl antation sectors.

"Both parties al so di scussed the i ssue of illegal Filipinowrkersin
Mal aysi a.

"The Philippines is appreciative of Malaysia's efforts to | egalise about
120, 000 Fili pi no workers wi thout | egal working pernmits, of whom®60, 000
have been issued wi th passports by the Philippine Governnent," he said.

Syed Hami d sai d both countries also | ooked into the possibility of
ext endi ng the Asean Gas Pipeline fromSabah to the Philippines, in



addition to the exchange of expertise in the agricultural and plantation
sectors.
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