31 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Mot or sport
MOTOR SPORTS ATTRACTI NG MORE PECPLE, SAYS MAHATHI R

SEPANG Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the growing interest in notor sports anong Mal aysians is
a heal t hy devel opnent.

He said motor sports had drawn the interest of many people including
aut onobi | e manufacturers and producers of ancillary products |like tyres and
oi | s.

"Mt or sports in Malaysia has attracted many peopl e al t hough there are
still those who go for illegal racing,” he told a press conference after
presenting prizes to the winners of the Merdeka M I | enni um Endurance Race
2001 at the Sepang Grcuit.

Dr Mahathir said the government would continue to pronote notor sports
and woul d consi der requests like tax exenption for inported notor sports
products.

On the current race, he said the nunber of entries had risen to 88
al t hough the circuit was neant to acconmodate only 77 entries.

Dr Mahathir said the success of local drivers in the race despite the
presence of international drivers showed that they had great interest in
nmot or sports and upgraded their skills.

He said the quality of local drivers and their vehicles had al so
i ncreased.

Citing the exanple of the Proton Rally team which had constantly won
rally events, he said Ml aysi ans were now goi ng for endurance and speed
raci ng.

The trio of Jeffrey Wng, Adm Shahrul and Tonmy Lee in a TVR Chi naer a,
won the race which started at m dnight.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the success of the three
entries using Perodua's newy | aunched nodel, Kelisa.

The Prime Mnister, who drove a Kelisa to attend the National Day
Parada at the Merdeka Square this nmorning, said the 1,000cc car was a good
car with high perfornmance.
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