15/ 11/ 2001

Move to rejoin BN “a danper to Qpposition'

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - DAP secretary-general Kerk KimHock said today PBS s
move to rejoin BN woul d undoubt edly be denoralising to Opposition
supporters.

"This will definitely danpen the hope of the Opposition to downsize BN s
i nfluence and power. The news cane as a surprise to me as there are
runmours circulating on the formati on of a new alternative front
i ncorporating the PBS m nus Pas.

"However, it | ooks like they do not have nmuch choice. It is sad ..
per haps they have harboured this intention (joining BN) for quite sone
time but | amquite surprised that sonething like this is taking place
now, especially when they do not have the bargaining power," he said.

Kerk said their return should be by invitation only from BN president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad hi nsel f.

He was conmenting on the PBS' s decision to rejoin the BN. Last night,
the party's supreme council decided on this. The PBS | eft the coalition
abruptly on the eve of the 1990 parlianmentary elections to teamup with
the (now defunct) Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46.

Opposition | eader Datuk Fadzil Noor said as the Opposition Alternative
front did not have any alliance with PBS, it was up to the party to rejoin
the BN

"Actual ly, they have been lingering on whether to rejoin the BN for
quite some tinme already. It is up to them" he said.

Parti Keadil an Nasional deputy youth chief Saifuddin Nasution said that
PBS' s | atest nobve "was nothing new in Sabah politics, adding that it was a
way to strengthen the Kadazan bargai ni ng power".
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