26/ 09/ 2001
Move to create pool of skilled workforce

Hami sah Hami d

THE Gover nnent ' s proposed al | ocation for traini ng of unenpl oyed graduat es
and retrenched workers wi Il not only enhance their enployability but al so
create a pool of skilled workforce to boost the country's econony.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress presi dent Senator Zai nal Ranpak said the
nmeasures outlined by the Governnent in the newRW. 3 billion stimulus
package wi || produce well-trained workers which will benefit conpani es and
the economny in general

"When the skills of the unenpl oyed graduates and retrenched workers are
upgraded, they will assist in faster econom c devel opnment and t he
country's shift to the know edge-based econony," he said when contacted by
Busi ness Tines in Singapore.

Under the RMA. 3 billion stinulus package announced by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yest erday, the Governnent has all ocated a
nmont hl y al | ownance of RVMBOO on a tenporary basis for 10, 000 degree and
di pl oma hol ders to | earn i nformation technol ogy, mathenmatics and
| anguages. This will cost the Govennent sone RML50 mi|lion until the end
of 2002.

Besi des the nonthly al |l owance, the Governnment has put aside a total of
RML50 mi | lion for training retrenched workers.

Enpl oyers are supportive of the nove as the current economic situation
requi res workers to have nultiple skills.

Mal aysi an Enpl oyers Federati on executive director Shansuddi n Bardan sai d
wor kers now shoul d be nulti-skilled to enable themto remai n enpl oyed.

The Governnent had, at the peak of Asian financial crisis in 1998, set
up a RVMb million Training Fund for Retrenched Wrkers.

Bet ween January and Septenber 1 this year, sone 27, 000 workers have been
laid off, 18,000 of whomwere fromthe manufacturing sector.

Shamsuddi n sai d enpl oyers find that fresh graduates are still lackingin
conmuni cation skills and have weak conmand of t he English | anguage.

According to the National Econom c Action Council executive director
Dat uk Must apa Mohaned, the all owance for unenpl oyed graduates will be
di sbursed within the next few weeks.

Meanwhi | e, Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce Mal aysi a (Kual a Lunpur) presi dent
Dat uk Syed Anin Aljeffery said the allocation for training will also
benefit workers enpl oyed by the small- and nedi umsize enterprises (SMES)
as the SMEs tend to | ay of f workers during economic difficulties.

Syed Am n advi sed the associ ation's nenbers to take advantage of the
package such as the RMBOO million allocation for upgradi ng and mai nt enance
wor k i n governnent buil dings and RML billion worth of small rural and
ur ban devel opnent proj ects.

He al so urged themto take advantage of the RML10 million allocationto
intensify efforts to pronote tourism

Mal ay Contractors Associati on of Mal aysi a vice president Datuk Mihanmad
Muhi yuddi n Abdul | ah said to ensure the objectives of the package are net,
rel evant authorities should cut red tape in awardi ng projects so that
pronpt paynment can be made to contractors.

This, he said, will allowcontractors to pay the suppliers and conpl ete
the jobs on schedul e.
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