03 AUG 2001

MPKB'S RMA M LLI ON HALL GUTTED I N MORNI NG BLAZE

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- The RMA million Kota Baharu Mini ci pal
Council's (MPKB) nultipurpose hall in Jalan Mahnmud here was badly damaged
inafire at 9amtoday.

Kel antan Fire and Rescue Departnent Director Zanri |brahimsaid 50
firemen in five fire trucks were rushed to the scene and they took about
one hour to bring the blaze under control.

Zanri said the fire at the fully air-conditioned hall, |ocated near the
Sul tan Mohamed St adi um here, was believed to have been caused by a
short-circuit.

The hall, the venue of the Amanah Saham Di di k's | aunch by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad |ast April, was being used for a
factory goods sal es exposition which began | ast July 26.

A Bernama check at the scene found that npost of the goods on display at
t he exposition was destroyed in the blaze. It was |learnt that traders who
participated in the exposition lost sone RML mllion worth of goods in the
fire.

Construction of the hall began in 1993 and it was fully operational
three years later.
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