26/ 05/ 2001
MPPJ keepi ng feet on the ground

Loganat h Vel | oo

FIRST tinme Junior League finalists Petaling Jaya MC (MPPJ) will be hoping
they do not freeze on the big occasion against Malacca MC at the Nationa
Hockey St adi umt onorrow.

Wth a fans from Mal acca and Petal ing Jaya expected to fill the stadium
both teanms will have to be at their best to concentrate on the job instead
of being frizzled in front of the big crowd.

Al though MPPJ's fantastic run to the final this season is a najor feat
for the club, coach Roslan Salikon is aware the job is not over until the
overall title is won.

Everyone is congratul ati ng the underdogs, who had upset League chanpi ons
Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) and Anderson, even before the final but
Rosl an prefers to wait for the conclusion before engaging in a discussion
of the team s perfornance this season

Unl i ke Malacca MC, who are at full strength, MPPJ will miss the services
of influential mdfielder Mohanad Hashi m Rahmat and def ender Myhanad
Rohi zan Raml i through suspensi on.

Hashim s role in the centre of the field will be taken over by the
equal ly skil ful captain Mohanad Reezwan Sufar w th goal poacher | knal
Abdul Jabar likely to feature in the first 11 after sitting out the
sem final second | eg.

The battle in the engi ne roombetween two of the best nidfield generals
in the League - Reezwan and MMC' s R Rama - shoul d keep the fans on the
edge of their seats and could have a bearing on the outcome of the match.

MPPJ al so enjoy the benefit of having a safe pair of hands in forner
Ander son goal keeper Mohanad Mahat hir Thayin, while the defence has | earnt
to handl e the pressure well.

However, they are still vulnerable to attacks down the fl anks.

But it is MPPJ's fighting qualities and ability to salvage a match
despite trailing the opponents that have carried themthrough on numnerous
occasions. MMC will pay dearly if they chose to play it safe before the
full 70 minutes are up in the final

Man for man, MPPJ are by no neans inferior to their opponents but the
real cruncher tonorrow will be on how well they handle the pressure and
at nrosphere of the nost inmportant match of the club in the junior hockey
scene.
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