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M SI A | NTERESTED I N | NDI A' S PORT PRI VATI SATI ON PRQJIECTS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- In view of the opportunity avail able
to Malaysia, it is keen to take part in port privatisation projects in
India, said Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today.

He said this had been conveyed to Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari
Vaj payee who ended his four-day visit here today.

"We have indicated our interest in several ports in India such as
Munbai, Col athel, Tuticurin and Cochin," he told reporters at his office
here.

Dr Ling said the ministry saw opportunities in cargo handling
operations.

"Only six to 10 per cent of cargoes in Indian ports are in containers
conpared to 60 to 70 per cent in our ports,” he said.

He said that landing rights for Malaysia Airlines (MAS) was al so
di scussed with Vaj payee's del egati on.

"I wish to record our thanks to the Indian governnent for giving MAS
additional landing right fromtwo to four tinmes a week to New Del hi and
four tinmes a week to Munbai," he said.

Dr Ling al so said today's Cabinet neeting al so discussed at | ength the
plight of high achievers in Sijil Pelajaran Ml aysia (SPM who were not
of fered places in universities.

"Efforts are on going to place as many as possible (to |ocal
uni versities)", he said.

"But 1'm happy to note that a | ot of them have got schol arships to
further their studies overseas," he said.

On a newspaper report that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad mi ght appoint a Chinese press secretary, he said:

"Maybe Dr Mahat hir needs soneone fluent in Mandarin to nonitor news
reported in the Chinese newspapers."”
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