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Mahat hi r - | ndonesi a
M SI A PLEDGES ASSI STANCE FOR | NDONESI AN ECONOM C RECOVERY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia is prepared to help in
I ndonesi a's econom c recovery efforts if requested, said the Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

He said such willingness to cooperate was because Mal aysia was fully
aware that the inpact of Indonesia' s econom c problens would inevitably
spill over in the formof an exodus of illegal inmgrants, anong others.

"If we are approached, we are willing to extend cooperation to help in
I ndonesi a' s econom ¢ recovery because non-recovery shall in turn create
problenms relating to trade...immgrants and other aspects,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He was responding to reporters' questions on whether Kuala Lunmpur was
willing to contribute towards |Indonesia's econom c recovery given that a
politically and econom cally bel eaguered Indonesia could only add to
Mal aysia's illegal inmmgrant woes.

Earlier the prine mnister presented the Proton World International
smart card to Iris Technol ogy Mal aysia and the National Registration
Department at Iris' prem ses at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysia in Bukit Jalil
here.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that Mal aysia was willing to work wi th whoever
was chosen to | ead | ndonesia.

"It is a mtter for Indonesians to decide. Woever forns the governnent
of Indonesia we will accept. W don't try evaluate which governent is
better and which is not... that is their right to choose whi chever | eader
t hey want .

"Whoever they choose, we will be very happy to work with them" he
sai d.

Megawati Sukarnoputri replaced Abdurrahman Wahid as | ndonesia's
president follow ng yesterday's sacking of Abdurrahman by the People's
Consul tative Assenbly (MPR).

On the Asean front, Dr Mahathir said that the regi onal grouping had
al ways been able to manage with | eadershi p change i n nenber countries such
as when Joseph Estrada was replaced as Philippine president by Goria
Arroyo or when Thail and el ected a new Prinme M nister and now, a change in
t he I ndonesi an presidency.
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