07 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r- M suar i
M SI A PREPARED TO DEPORT M SUARI, REI TERATES MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today the Umo suprene council will study the | atest
devel opnents that can influence efforts to deport Philippine Misliml eader
Nur M suari .

The Umo president said he and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahand
Badawi , had briefed the council nenbers on the Msuari issue.

"Qur stand is that Malaysia is prepared to deport Msuari," he said
after chairing the Umo suprene council neeting at the party hearquarters
here.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir was reported as saying that Msuari's flight to
Mal aysi a could affect the country's relations with its nei ghbour.

He had said that Mal aysia was prepared to deport M suari but he nmust be
accepted by the Philippine governnent.

M suari, former governor of the Autonomous Regi on of Mislim M ndanao,
who is wanted by the Philippine government for allegedly instigating
revolts in the southern Philippines, was arrested in Pulau Janpiras in
Sabah waters |ast nonth.

Meanwhi |l e, foreign news wire dpa reported Philippine President Goria
Macapagal Arroyo as saying in Manila that government was al ready preparing
for Msuari's deportation to that country.

Arroyo said that although she personally wanted M suari to |anguish in
a Mal aysian jail, she stressed she would not inpose her choice on Kual a
Lunpur, especially if it would become a burden.

"I'f his (Msuari's) continued stay in Ml aysia becones a burden to
their government, we are ready, we are already preparing to receive himand
to put himin jail," she said at her weekly news conference.

Arroyo said Msuari's deportati on woul d be based on a "nutual ly agreed
upon period" between Manila and Kual a Lunpur, "which would not be very | ong
from now'.

She added that it was her understanding that Msuari was "being
i nterrogated” by Ml aysian authorities, who would | ater decide if they
woul d file charges against him

- - BERNANMA

AKT AKT JK



	M'SIA PREPARED TO DEPORT MISUARI, REITERATES MAHATHIR (Bernama 07/12/2001)

