24 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r- M suar i
M SIA WLL CONSIDER ALLONNG MSUARI'S FAMLY TOVISIT HM SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will consider allow ng the
famly of Nur Msuari to visit the Bangsanoro | eader here, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"W will consider,"” he said when asked whet her the Ml aysi an gover nnent
would allow Msuari's famly to visit him

He was speaking to reporters after opening PNB's gallery, the Galeri
Tun Ismail Mhanmed Ali, here.

M suari's |awer, Elly Pamatong, was yesterday quoted as saying that
the famly of M suari has expressed concern over his safety when Ml aysi an
aut horities denied any access including visits by his two w ves and
chil dren.

M suari, who is facing rebellion charges back honme, was detained for
illegal entry on Nov 24 when he fled to Mal aysia after his supporters
staged a failed revolt in the southern Philippines.

VWhen asked regarding the deadline for Msuari's deportation to Manil a,
Dr Mahathir said it was still being worked out by both the governnents.

"W hope that the Philippine governnent will accept himvery soon
because we cannot keep hi munder detention forever," he said.

To anot her question as to whether Msuari would be granted tenporary
asylum Dr Mahathir said: "W cannot entertain asylum seekers.™

"We have given an undertaking that people who carry out terror attacks
in their own country and taking ordi nary people as hostages cannot be given
asylum" he said.
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