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"MSCis well on track to create a world-class i nformati on hub'

son Fernandez

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - The Multimedi a Super Corridor fifth Internationa

Advi sory Panel Meeting entered its third and final successful day today
with the continuation of the one-on-one neetings with Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at his office here.

The neetings with the Prine M nister, who chairs the panel, comrenced at
9am and | ast ed about four hours.

Today' s neetings involved two panel nenbers and six representatives.

The menbers were Centre for Strategic and International Studies senior
advi sor Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan and Sun M crosystens chi ef researcher
and director of science office Dr John Gage.

Anong the representatives who nmet Dr Mahathir were Mtorol a executive
vi ce-president C.D. Tam M crosoft Corporation vice-president Mchea
Rawdi ng and Ericsson (Asia Pacific) executive vice-president Kjell Sorne.

O hers included Al catel (South East Asia) vice-president Oivier Picard,
| BM (Sout h East Asia) general manager Antonio J. Ronmero and Noki a
Cor poration executive vice-president Mkko Hei kkonen.

Each met Dr Mahathir for about 30 ninutes.

Yest erday, two nenbers and three representatives of the panel had
simlar one-on-one neetings with the Prime Mnister.

This year's | AP neeting has been hailed as a success, with many quarters
projecting that the MSC will acconmplish all three phases of its long-term
pl an (1996-2020).

| AP menbers expressed their confidence that the MSC was on track to
create a multinmedia environnent that will transform Mal aysia into a worl d-
class information technol ogy hub.

The panelists were al so of the opinion that the sl owdown in the United
States woul d not affect the long-termgrowh of the MSC

The Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corporation, which manages the devel opnent of
the MSC, has said it would inplement a new fl agshi p, incorporating a
design centre for manufacturing and bi o-technol ogy.

Also in the pipeline is the inportant area of human resource
devel oprent .

As of August 30, 554 conpani es had MsSC status, of which 363 are |ocally-
based whil e another 46 are multi-nationals.

They are involved in, anong ot her things, software devel opnent and e-
conmer ce servi ces.
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