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MBC NOT CONTRI BUTI NG AS MUCH AS EXPECTED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 29 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) was not
contributing as nmuch as expect ed.

However, interest in the MSC as well as investnment and commitnent to
i nvest was way ahead of progress, he told reporters after officiating the
MSC- Lucent Bell Labs Technol ogy Forum here today.

He was responding to a question on foreign reports which said the MSC
was facing problenms. The Miltimedi a Devel opment Corporation (MDC) had
yest erday responded by saying that the MSC has been naki ng progress
al t hough sonme areas would require closer attention and effort.

El aborating further at the same press conference, MDC s executive
chairman Tan Sri Dr QG hman Yeop Abdul l ah said efforts would be made to
pronmote the MSC by exam ning closely reconmendati ons nmade in the
| mpl enent ati on Council Meeting report and to cone out with necessary
framework for action.

Anmong the recommendati ons were for the MSC to have custom sed
i ncentives for specific technol ogi es rather than broad generic incentives.

It nust al so nandate a one-stop agency to nmake qui ck approval for
custom sed incentives as conpani es cannot wait too |long as they are al so
being lured by other hubs as well.

Currently, there are 471 MSC status approved comnpani es includi ng 40
worl d-class firms. Four-hundred and twenty of themare already in
operation.

Dr OGhman said the RM5 million invested by MSC status conpani es todate
was mniscule conpared with the various activities that were carried out.

Among t he conpanies, 52 had invested in research and devel opnent
directly in the MSC. These include NIT, Lucent, CSA, Articulate Online,
Mot orol a and British Tel econs.

On col | aborati ons between universities and corporations, the Prine
M ni ster said some conpanies were very keen to participate in the projects
and R&D done by the universities and some had even financed the chairs.

For exanple, the R& activities of the Multinedia University had
benefitted fromthe Lucent Bell Labs Visiting Professorship Programe
resulting in seven patent applications.
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