25 DEC 2001
Mahat hir-1raq
M SI A DI SAGREES W TH US PLANNED STRI KES AGAI NST | RAQ

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 25 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia hopes the United States will
not target lragq for its next mlitary strikes should Washington extend its
war agai nst terrorismbeyond Afghanistan, the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d.

He said mounting the next round of strikes against Iraq and Sonmalia in
the US-1ed gl obal anti-terrorism canpai gn would not effectively serve as a
means towards defusing the problem

"We hope the (reportedly planned) strikes against lrag will not take
pl ace next after Afghanistan, and then after Iraqg... followed by Somalia. ..
that is not the way," Dr Mahathir said.

He was asked on wire-service reports of inmmnent US strikes agai nst
Irag and Somalia at a news conference during a Christmas open house jointly
hosted by the Christian Federation of Ml aysia and the Ronman Catholic
Ar chbi shop Rev Anthony Fernandez in Bukit Nenas here today.

According to wire-service and other reports this week, the US was
consi deri ng depl oyi ng 100,000 troops to Iraq to unseat President Saddam
Hussei n.

Dr Mahathir also said that Mal aysia had earlier voiced di sagreenent
over US-led mlitary strikes on Afghanistan in pursuit of fugitive Saudi
mllionaire OGsana bin Laden and his al-Qaeda terrorist network foll ow ng
the Sept 11 attacks on New York and Washi ngt on.

"We have simlarly expressed disagreenment over the earlier strikes on
Af ghani stan,” Dr Mahat hir said.

The French news agency AFP, quoting a Newsweek report, said that
follow ng strong political pressure, the joint chiefs of the US mlitary
were studying a plan to despatch 50,000 troops to Iraq' s southern borders
and anot her 50,000 to its northern boundary-Iines.
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