22/ 10/ 2001

MIUC. Reconsi der price hike on petrol and diese

KUCHI NG Sun. - The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress has appealed to the
Governnent to reconsider its decision to increase petrol and diesel prices
by 10 sen per litre effective yesterday.

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said he was concerned that the
price hike would further burden consuners, as many busi nesses woul d al so
rai se the prices of their goods.

"I appeal to the Governnent to reconsider its decision on this matter
(price hike).

"An increnment of 10 sen is very steep. A nore reasonable figure would be
two to three sen," he said

Zai nal was speaking after opening Sarawak MIUC s first triennial
del egates' conference at the Grand Continental Hotel here today.

On the Sarawak Labour Ordi nance 1959, Zainal described the long delay in
amendi ng the ordi nance as "puzzling".

Unions in the State, especially MIUC, have been urging the Governnment to
anend t he outdated ordi nance or extend the Enpl oynent Act used in
Peni nsul ar Mal aysia to the State.

Anmong ot her things, the ordi nance does not provide nmaternity protection
to femal e workers or sick leave to sick workers. It al so does not provide
retrenchment benefits.

Zai nal said the MIUC had been treated like a "ping-pong ball" by the
Federal and State Governnents on the ordi nance issue.

"If all else fails, | will bring this issue to the attention of the
Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) hinsel f because it has
dragged on for too many years."

Zai nal again urged the Governnment to inplenment what he called the
"special relief assistance" schenme to further encourage donestic spending.
Under the proposed schene, enployers fromboth the public and private
sectors woul d gi ve each of their enployees an assistance all owance of RM60

per nont h.

"There are nore than six million workers in the country today. If each
is given RMbO per nmonth, this will encourage donestic spending,” Zaina
sai d.
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