10/ 05/ 2001
MIUC cancel s pi cket, EPF to study proposal s

Hami sah Hami d

THE Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) yesterday cancelled its picket
pl anned for Saturday after the Governnent agreed to consider its demands
concer ni ng the Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund (EPF).

Its president Senator Zainal Ranpak said MIUC general council nenbers
had unani nously agreed to defer the picket for three nonths to allowthe
EPF to |l ook into the union's proposals.

"The nmeeting took serious viewof the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s | etter to MIUC, " he sai d when contacted after the one-
and- a- hal f-hour council| neeting in Subang Jaya.

Mor e t han 180 nenbers attended the "energency neeting" pronpted by Dr
Mahathir's I etter which, Zainal said, was handed personally to himon
Tuesday by an official fromthe Prine Mnister's office.

Zai nal said Dr Mahathir had asked the congress to reconsider its
decision to picket, indicatingthat the Governnent woul d defer the annuity
schene until the study by a consul tant appointed by the EPF i s conpl et ed.

The Government woul d al so consi der restoring the death and
i ncapacitation benefit to RM30, 000, as well as ensure that there be no
doubt s about the running of the pension fund anong the contri butors,

Zai nal added

Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn sai d t he MIUC s deci si on
was a good begi nni ng.

"I't denmponstrates that Mal aysia can get all parties to sit down and
di scuss all differences," he told Busi ness Ti nes when contacted in t he
eveni ng.

The minister had earlier tried to play peacemaker between the MIuC and
EPF.

Fong al so said the decision reflects the country's harnoni ous i ndustri al
rel ati ons, whi ch have been a key factor in drawi ng foreign investnents.

He urged the congress to cooperate with the consultant appointed to | ook
into the EPF i ssues so that reconmendati ons acceptable to all parties
coul d be nade

The Governnent, on its part, has shown its sincerity by agreeing to have
t he study conducted, the m nister added.

"I hope the MTUCwi Il send its representatives to the opening of the
Asean Labour M ni sters Meeting (ALMM tonorrow... and al so participatein
the Workers Day gat hering," he said.

The 500, 000-strong MIUC had wanted to picket EPF offices nati onwi de on
May 12, which is also the day set for a Labour Day gathering i n Bukit
Jalil.

Asean (Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations) Labour M nisters who are
in Kual a Lunpur for a neeting will be attending therally together with
about 10, 000 peopl e representing the Governnent, enpl oyers and workers.

There was tal k that Qpposition parties had been instigating the congress
to proceed with the picket to protest agai nst EPF over issues |ike the
fund's annuity schene; the | ow dividend of 6 per cent for last year; its
decisionto |l end noney to Ti me Engi neeri ng Bhd and t he subsequent settling
for 78.7 mllion shares in Tinme dotComshares in |lieu of arepaynent; and
t he reducti on of death and i ncapacitation benefits fromRM30, 000 to
RV2, 000.

Zainal said the MTUCwill call off the picket altogether if the EPF
study's findings are "favourabl e".
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